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Lesson 12.—Good News in the Bible (Christmas 
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1:l-11; Luke 2:1-20, 
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The Lamb Is the Light 
By C. A. Lufburrow 


“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). 
“I am the .. . bright and morning star’ 
(Rev. 22:16). 
“And the Lamb is the light thereof” (Rev. 
21:23). 
WONDER if those shepherds, so 
startled from their still 
And loving ministry of staff and rod, 
Could catch the vision of a cross upon 
a lonely hill, 
And hear a voice, “Behold the Lamb 
of God.” 


I wonflier if the Wise Men, who star-led 
through the night 
Rode toward the morning, could per- 
ceive afar 
Some glimpse of an eternal morn, more 
glorious and bright, 
And hear Him say, “I am the Morning 
Star.” 


But this I know, that shepherds and 
humble wise men, too, 
Who seek by faith the Saviour in the 
night, 
Will meet Him in the morning in a land 
beyond the blue, ‘ 
And see revealed the Lamb as all the 
Light. 


When the Word Was Made Flesh 


Only one Man ever kept a perfect 
balance between grace and truth. The 
beloved Apostle John, who knew Him 
well and companied with Him, wrote, 
“And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” 
Every other Bible character, every other 
servant of God who has lived since the 
Gospels were written has lost this equi- 
librium at some time during his life, 
being either too lenient or too severe 
toward sinners, or presuming on the 
grace of God and condoning sins in his 
own life. or the life of others. But one 
of the wonders of the Incarnation was 
that in “the man Christ Jesus,” “God 

. manifest in the flesh,” men saw One 
who never deviated from the fine, 
straight line of truth, and who yet 
brought pardon to sinners. In Him 
“mercy and truth are met together; 
righteousness and peace have kissed each 
other” (Psa. 85:10). Over all His 
thoughts, words, and actions can be writ- 
ten, without fear of contradiction, “I do 
always those things that please him [the 
Father]” (John 8:29). He Himself was 
the living answer to Pilate’s skeptical 
question, “What is truth?” (John 18:38.) 
He was the Truth (John 14:6). With 


% 


eyes like a flame of fire and a tongue 
like a two-edged sword, he spoke the 
piercing truth to the hypocritical Phari- 
sees, calling them a “generation of 
vipers” (Matt. 12:34) and “whited sepul- 
chres” (23:27). Yet he mourned over 
Jerusalem (23:37). In Nazareth “all bare 
him witness, and wondered at the gra- 
cious words which proceeded out of his 
mouth” (Luke 4:22); to a sick man he 
said, “Son, be of good cheer; thy sins 
be forgiven thee’ (Matt. 9:2), and of 
the weeping, repentant, sinful woman, 
he said; “Her sins, which are many, are 
forgiven; for she loved much” (Luke 7: 
47). How much we need that same, mar- 
velous balance! It is not natural, but 
supernatural, and can be maintained in 
us only by the indwelling Spirit of God. 
He alone can give us the courage to 
speak the truth when it should be 
spoken, and yet enable us to do it with- 
out bitterness. He alone can enable us 
to tell a humbled, repentant sinner that 
God is just waiting to forgive him freely 
and cleanse him wholly, and, yet keep 
us from leading the sinner to think that 
sin is a light thing and can be merely 
overlooked. It cannot, for it cost the 
Lord Jesus His life, and now God can 
forgive the sinner righteously. Oh, may 
the Lord Jesus Himself be our example 
and our strength, filling our lives with 
grace and truth! 


~ 


Is lt Near? 


the circumstances of our Lord’s com- 

ing into this world. Those of us 

ho have been washed in His precious 
blood love to read Isaiah’s prophecies: 
“Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Im- 
manuel” (7:14); “For unto us a child 
is born, unto us a son is given: and the 


T IS ever blessed to meditate upon 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also” 
(John 14:3). 
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government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonder- 
ful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peac>. 
Of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall’ be no end, upon the 
throne of David, and upon his kingdom, 
to order it, and to establish it with juc 7- 
ment and with justice from hencefor.) 
éven for ever” (9:6, 7). We love to 
read Micah’s prophecy of the com.’ 
forth in Bethlehem of the eternal One. 
“But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, thou7zth 
thou be little among the thousands cf 
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come for .h 
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been from of 
old, from everlasting” (5:2). 


It is a delight to turn the pages of 
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the New Testament and to reread the an- 
gelic announcements of His coming into 
the world. That of Gabriel to Mary 
the virgin: “And, behold, thow shalt 
conceive in thy womb, and bring forth 
a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. 
He shall be great, and shall be called 
the Son of the Highest: and the Lord 
God shall give unto him the throne of 
his father David: and he shall reign 
over the house of Jacob for ever; and 
of his kingdom there shall be no end” 
(Luke 1:31-33); and that of an angel of 
the Lord unto Joseph, saying: “Joseph, 
thou son of David, fear not to take unto 
thee Mary thy wife: for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 
And she shall bring forth a son, and 
thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he 
shall save his people from their sins” 
(Matt. 1:20, 21). 

With what awe and joy we read of the 
angelic announcement of His birth to 
the shepherds: “And the angel said 
unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto you is 
born this. day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 
2:10, 11); and of the later coming of the 
Magi from the east to worship Him: 
“And when they were come into the 
house, they saw the young child with 
Mary his mother, and fell down, and 
worshipped him: and when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented 
unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, 
and myrrh” (Matt. 2:11). 

Nor do we forget the blessed purpose 
of His coming. “For the Son of man is 
come to seek and to save that which 
was lost” (Luke 19:10). “In this was 
manifested the love of God toward us, 
because that God sent his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live 
through him. Herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins” (1 John 4:9, 10). “But 
when the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons” 
(Gal. 4:4, 5). “But now once in the end 
of the wort [ages] hath he appeared 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
self” (Heb. 9:26). 

But the Word of God tells us that this 
same wonderful One, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, is coming again. “So Christ also, 
having been once offered to bear the 
sins of many, shall appear a second 
time, apart from sin, to them that wait 
for him, unto salvation” (Heb. 9:28, 
R.V.). We are to be “looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). And not 
only so, but ourselves also, who have 
the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, wait- 
ing for our adoption, to wit, the redemp- 
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tion of our body. For in hope were 
we saved .. .” (Rom. 8:23, 24, R.V.). We 
“turned to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God; and to wait for 
his Son from heaven, whom he raised 
from the dead, even Jesus, which de- 
livered us from the wrath to come” (1 
Thess. 1:9, 10). 


It is doubtful if there has even been 
a time in the history of the Church 
when so many of God’s children are 
looking upward, and desiring the coming 
of the Lord as there are today. It seems 
that Satan is putting forth renewed effort 
in tempting and testing God’s children, 
and in seeking to discourage them. Many 
are the ones who are weary, and are 
crying out, “How long, Lord?” Threat- 


. ening clouds of dreadful things to come 


hang upon the world’s horizon. But “we 
are not of the night, nor of darkness” 
(1 Thess. 5:5); and we know that God 
has told us, “And when these things 
begin to come to pass, then look up, 
and lift up your heads; for your redemp- 
tion draweth nigh” (Luke 21:28). And, 
“Not forsaking the assembling of our- 
selves together, as the manner of some 
is; but exhorting one another: and so 
much the more, as ye see the day ap- 
proaching” (Heb. 10:25). We know, too, 
that we have a heavy responsibility. 
We are to “walk in wisdom toward them 
that are without, redeeming the time 
[buying up the opportunities]” (Col. 
4:5). “But the end of all things is at 
hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch 
unto prayer” (1 Pet. 4:7). 

In whatever direction we look, the 
signs of the end of the age and the 
Lord’s coming seem prominent. Looking 
at the professing church, we see con- 
ditions which vividly remind us, of the 
Scriptural predictions of the apostasy of 
the last days. “This know also, that in 
the last days perilous times shall come. 
For men shall be lovers of their own 
selves . .. lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God; having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power 
thereof: from such turn away... . For 
the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but after their 
own lusts shall they heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears; and they 
shall turn away their ears from the truth, 
and shall be turned unto fables” (2 Ti 
3:1, 2, 4, 5; 4:3, 4. + 

The past year has brought the forma- 
tion of a world federation of churches, 
a federation which is not founded “upon 
the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone” (Eph, 2:20). To the 
student of the Word, it looks very much 
like the forerunner, if not the actual be- 
ginning of “BABYLON THE GREAT, 
THE MOTHER OF THE HARLOTS AND 
OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH” (Rev. 17:5), that awful apos- 
tate religious system which will be here 
after the true Church is gone. 

The past year has also brought a most 
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significant event in connection with the 
Jews. For the first. time in nearly 1,250 
years, Israel again exists as a nation. 


(Continued on page 1099) 








Notes on Open Letters 
Women in the Bible 


I would be glad to see editorials on 
a number of subjects which I could 
send to those who seem to be in error, 
and I.am not referring to the contro- 
versies such as exist concerning Bap- 
tism, Eternal Security, etc. 


One would be on “Women in Chris- 
tian Work, and Church Affairs”; one on 
“Protestant Priesthood”; one on “Our 
Tithes for Christmas Candy”; and I'd 
like to see a real good long article on 
“Fasting.” Or are these, too, fanatical 
tangents to be avoided?—A Pennsyl- 
vania reader. 5 
A lengthy discussion of most of the 

topics suggésted by this reader would 
be difficult in this department; but her 
letter provides an opportunity to remind 
readers of a very ffne passage on women 
in the Bible which is found in “Pilgrim’s 
Progress.” Doubtless the reader herself 
will welcome this unusual summary. It 
is found in a special Tercentenary Edi- 
tion of “Grace Abounding” and the com- 
plete “Pilgrim’s Progress,” issued by the 
American Tract Society, 21 W. 46th St., 
New York 19 (p. 564). Gaius, Mr. Great- 
Heart, and Mr. Honest are having profit- 
able conversation with Christiana, Chris- 
tian’s wife, and Gaius is now speaking: 
“I will now speak on the behalf of 
women, to take away their reproach. 
For as death and the curse came into 
the world by a woman (Gen, 3), so also 
did life and health; God sent forth his 
Son, made of a woman (Gal, 4:4). Yea, 
to show how much they that came after 
did abhor the act of the mother, this sex 
in the Old Testament coveted children, 
if happily this-or that woman might te 
the mother of the Saviour of the world. 
I will say again, that when the Saviour 
was come, women rejoiced in him, be- 
fore either man or angel (Luke 1: 42-46). 
I read not that ever any man did give 
unto Christ so much as oné groat; but 
the women followed him, and ministered 
to him of their substance (Luke 8:2, 3). 
*Twas a woman that washed his feet with 
tears (Luke 7:37-50), and a woman that’ 
anointed his body to the burial (John 
11:2; 12:3). They were women who wept 
when he was going to the cross (Luke, 


23:27), and women that followed him 


from the cross (Matt. 27:55, 56; Luke 
23:55), and that sat over against his 
sepulchre when he was buried (Matt. 
27:61). They were women that were 


first’ with him at his resurrection-morn 
(Luke 24:1), and women that brought 
tidings first to his disciples that he was 
risen from the dead (Luke 24:22, 23). 
Women therefore are highly favored, and 
show by these things that they are 
sharers with us in the grace of life.” 
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I. The Name of Jesus 


The wealth of good news contained in the 


\ angelic announcement 


E most familiar name of the sec- 
ond person of the Trinity is Jesis. 
It is the name many of us learned 
at our mother’s knee and is one which 
has always been a tower of strength and 
an unending source of comfort to any 
and all who have come to know and 
to love the Lord Jesus Christ. 
“Jesus,” oh, how sweet the name ! 
“Jesus,” ev'ry day the same; 
“Jesus,” let all saints proclaim 
Its worthy praise forever. 

Jesus is the name that sets forth the 
mission of the divine Son of God as 
Saviour. It was the name used by the 
angel in speaking to Joseph concerning 
his betrothed, Mary, for he said, “And 
she shall bring forth a son; and thou 
shalt call his name Jesus; for it is he 
that shallisave his people from their 
sins” (Matt. 1:21)’ It is the name by 
which He was known by His parents 
in His home and by His friends. It is 
the name which sets forth His human 
nature, 


The world has had many men whom 
it has regarded as saviors, although no 
one of them has ever laid claims to be 
a savior of all men, a savior of the world; 
that is, no one apart from Him of whom 
we are now thinking. The fact, how- 
ever, is that all over the world down 
through the centuries, and all over the 
world today also, men are looking for a 
Saviour or deliverer. This fact in itself 
is of great interest and of even greater 
importance. It means one thing, namely, 
that all men everywhere have been and 
are today deeply conscious of their need 
for help.and for comfort and from some 
source apart from themselves, and 
greater than themselves, in order that 
they may be enabled to meet the ever- 
increasing pressure from powers and 
forces that are bearing down upon them 
and robbing them of the highest bless- 
ings which they so much need and which 
go to make life worth while. I mean 
the blessings of peace of heart; of as- 
surance in regard to the future, both in 
this world and the world to come; the 
blessings of a sustaining power and of a 
living and real hope which nothing can 
overcome or dim. More than once re- 
cently people have voiced their fears 
to me as to what we may expect in 
the future in view of the atomic bomb 


‘ and the other awful forces of destruc- 


tion that are now being geared and 
placed at man’s disposal; in view also of 
the continued deep rodted suspicions be- 
tween the nations, which prevent their 
coming together in spite of the procla- 
mation of peace and the desires to make 
plans for a new world, which it is hoped 
a] 


By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D. 


Many rich and helpful studies have 
been made on the various names and 
titles of the Lord, in both the Old 
and New Testaments. The more 
clearly the content and meaning of 
these names 4nd titles are under- 
stood, the fuller will be the compre- 
hension of the glorious Person to 
whom they are applied. In the New 
Testament there are a number of 
very suggestive verses that tell us 
some striking things concerning the 
authority and the value of the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. In this 
series of articles two of the names 
and then several of the statements 
made concerning the name will be 
considered. 

The first article in Dr. Soltau’s 
series of eight is published in this 
special number as being particularly 
appropriate for the Christmas lesson. 
The series will be continued after 
the first of the year. 








will have a better foundation for a 
measure of peace and prosperity. As 
they voiced their fears and their anxiety, 
even though they probably failed to 
realize it, in reality they were express- 
ing their deep-seated need for a Sav- 
iour, 

The angel’s declaration was, “He shall 
save his people from their sins.” In 
that statement there are three great 
truths of which we need constantly to 
remind ourselves. They are clearly seen 
if we just break up that sentence into 
the three short phrases into which it 
naturally divides itself. 


1. The first Of these is, “He shall save.” 
It is a clear and direct promise of the 
mission ,of salvation which should be 
accomplished, and accomplished fully by 
the One who was about to come into 
the world as a little’ babe. In these 
words we have a divine promise, the 
promise of God Himself, that the com- 
ing One whose name was to be Jesus 
would come as the God-appointed Sav- 
iour. Here at once is seen one of the 
great differences between Jesus Christ 
and the other so-called great saviors of 
mankind, such as Gautama Buddha, Con- 
fucius, and others. None of them was 
directly appointed by God, nor’ indeed 
made any such claim; nor was the birth 
of any of them promised by God cen- 
turies in advance and announced by His 
angels at the time it took place. Neither 
did any other come into the world in 
a supernatural manner which set him 
apart from other men from his birth. 
All these things were true of Jesus of 


Nazareth. The very fact that it is God’s 
promise that He should be a Saviour at 
once indicates the helplessmess of men 
to save themselves and the absolute 
necessity, therefore, for God Himself to 
step in and meet their need. For many 
centuries man has been striving to save 
himself; but, with all his advancement 
in science and knowledge of all kinds, 
he has been unable to invent or to work 
out a single ‘new method or means for 
his own salvation. 


All religions, apart from the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, present one of two bases 
by which a hope is held out that pos- 
sibly and eventually man — if he is con- 
sistent and earnest—may be able to 
gain what they call salvation, though 
at best their definitions of the salvation 
which they offer are'neither clear nor 
satisfying. The bases are man’s own 
character and his conduct. In the Orient 
I have met some of the so-called holy men 
whose whole lives were being given up to 
the attempt to secure salvation by their 
conduct or by the development of their 
character. “One glance at their faces was 
sufficient to reveal the fruitlessness of 
their efforts and the hopelessness of their 
quest. Such has always been the case. 
God now took it upon Himself to make 
a sure and certain provision for man to 
receive what he could never possibly 
attain by his own efforts. 

2. The second phrase is, “His people.” 
“He shall save his people.” This phrase 
makes it perfectly clear that the saving 
power of God, here referred to, is di- 
rected not to every single person but only 
to a special class who are here spoken 
of as “His people.” The question imme- 
diately arises as to who His people are 
and what sets them apart from those 
who are not His people. It is very evi- 
dent, both from Scripture and from a 
knowledge of church history or of con- 
ditions in the church today, that, the ex- 
pression does not refer to any particular 
nation or race that God has set apart for 
His own enjoyment or possession. For 
men and women from all nations and 
all races, by their transformed lives and 
in many cases by their transformed faces 
also, have been clear testimony to the 
fact that they have been saved in a 
very real sense, and have become the 
people of God and the possession of God 
to such a degree that the main purpose 
and motive of their lives is to glorify 
Him and to make Him known to others. 
A characteristic word of the New Testa- 
ment and of the Gospel of Christ Jesus 
is “whosoever.” Whosoever will may 
come. “Whosoever believeth in him 





1082 (6) * 


should not perish, but have everlasting 
life” (John °3:16). Christ Jesus made 


it perfectly clear that anyone who ac- . 


cepted Him as Saviour and Lord, and in 
so doing committed himself unreservedly 
in loyal surrender and service to Him, 
was at once accepted by Christ Jesus 
in turn and was made a member of the 
family of God Himself and became~His 
son. 

3. The third phrase is, “From their 
sins.” . “He shall save,” a direct promise; 
“his people,” a special class; “from their 
sins,” a particular need. Salvation is 
another word for safety, absolute and 
eternal safety from sin and from sins. 
That means first of all that the effects 
and the penalty of my sins are wiped 
out and erased. It also means that the 
authority and power of sin in my life — 
and that includes the power of all my 
sinful habits —is shattered and smashed. 
Thank God that it also means that eventu- 
ally evén the presence of sin in my 
heart will some day be removed and 
that I shall be presented spotless and 
perfect in body, soul, and spirit by God 
the Son to God the Father, as His’ own 
child, ready and fit to dwell in His holy 
and glorious presence through all eter- 
nity. This is the meaning of salvation 
and this is the significance of the name 
Jesus and of the mission to which He 
was appointed from before His super- 
natural birth. It is in this very thought 
that the center of the Gospel is found. 
Now the Gospel is Good News and apart 
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from Jesus Christ there is no good news 
to be found anywhere that applies to 
sinners; to men who are éonscious of 
their need and of their powerlessness 
td resist the temptations that continually 
crowd in on them day after day and 
with ever-increasing power and author- 


ity. I would ask you who are reading. 


this article: Have you really thought 
through the meaning of the name Jesus, 
and have you really come to know Him 
who bears that name as the greatest 
reality of your life? 

Are you certain tha? you are one of 
“his people,” as the result of a definite 
and personal transaction’ with Him, in 
which you accepted Him as your Saviour 
and committed yourself and your life 
to Him? Then you know that you have 
the right to rejoice in the knowledge 
that He has indeed saved you from your 
sins. He has indeed borne their penalty 
Himself in your place; has shattered 
their power in your life and has guar- 
anteed that, He will remove even their 
presence and present you “holy and un- 
blameable and unreproveable in his 
sight” (Col, 1:22). This is the glorious 
content of “the name that is above every 
name,” the name of Jesus, 

Our Fa:her and our God, make us in- 
creasingly conscious of our needs. We 
pray that we may ever seek to know 
Thy Son, our Saviour, in the fullness of 
His work on our behalf. In His name 
we pray, Amen. 


(To be continued) 


V. The Struggle for World Power 


Unregenerate man's desire for and sources of power 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


This fifth article in Dr, Smith’s series on “Prophecy’s Light on Our 

Times” will be followed, next week, by a further discussion of the 

struggle ‘for world power, tracing the development of man’s thinking 
toward a worship of power, 


HERE are, it would seem, about 
fifteen primary themes relating to 
the appearance of Antichrist, the world 
tendencies that make him possible, and 
his exércise of power during his brief 
supremacy on earth. Some of these 
have been well worked over in the pro- 
pheiic literature of the last century and 
a half, e.g., the general subject of Anti- 
christ, the accompanying anarchy, apos- 
tasy in the church, immorality (from 
the reference of our -Lord to Sodom and 
Gomorrah, a passage which I think has 
been overemphasized), the return of the 
Jews to Palestine, and general war. 
Three factors have been occasionally 
commented upon—the deification of 
man, one ultimate world religion, and 
the restoration of Babylon. 
It seems, however, that there are five 
major aspects of the advent and activ- 
ity of Antichrist at the end of the age 


which, while frequently emphasized, and 
occasionally at great length in the New 
Testament, have somehow not been 
given their deserved consideration in 
the prophetic literature of the last one 
hundred and fifty years. These, it seems 
to me, are: 

1. The deep element of universal de- 
ception apparent in the world (a fact 
that is referred to over twenty times in 
the New Testament); 


2. The inhumanity of mankind in the 
last days (revealed in the first half of 
the third chapter of Paul’s second Let- 
ter to Timothy, a passage which, for 
some strange reason, is almost wholly 
ignored in eschatological literature) ; 

3. The influence of oral propaganda, as 
indicated by the constant reference to 
the “speaking by the mouth,” etc., in 
both Daniel and Revelation, 
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4, The concept of one world, which 
was probably ignored by almost ali of 
our prophetic writers, because one could 
hardly conceive of a united world until 
our century, even though the Book of the 
Revelation clearly predicts, it; and, 
finally, / 

5. The struggle for’ power, and the 
direction of this power, in the hands of 
a ‘diabolical creature, against the saints 
of God and the Son of God. It is the 
last of these subjects that will be dis- 
cussed in this article. 


The Book of the Revelation opens with 
initial declarations affirming the om- 
nipotence of God and His Son Jesus 
Christ, in the use of phrases that are 
never found in reference to any other 
being than God Himself or God’s Son. 
At the very beginning of the Book we 
read of the Almighty (1:8; 4:8), then of 
Christ as “the ruler of the kings of the 
earth” (1:5; 12:5), who wil “rule them 
with a rod of iron” (2:27). Toward the 
end of the third chapter a throne is set 
forth (there are other thrones than those 
of God in the Apocalypse). 

In chapter 4, in those greht songs of 
praise poured out in glory, on the 
threshold of the tremendous convulsions 
of the age’s closing, the idea of power 
seems to be emphasized more than any 
other one theme. The twenty-four 
elders cast their crowns before . the 
throne, saying, “Worthy art thou, our 
Lord and our God, to receive the glory 
cnd the honor and the power: for thou 
didst create all things, and because of 
thy will they were, and were created” 
(4:11). A great multitude of angels, the 
living creatures and the elders, ten thou- 
sand times ten thousand, were heard to 
say, “Worthy is ihe Lamb that hath been 
slain to receive the power, and riches, 
and wisdom, and might, and honor, and 
glory, and blessing” (5:12). After the 
description of the 144,000, all the angels 
standing around the throne, the elders 
and the four living creatures, fell down 
before the throne and worshiped God, 
saying, “Blessing, and glory, and wis- 
dom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and 
power, and might, be unto our God for 
ever and ever” (7:12). : 

It will be noticed that up to this point 


there is no other .power referred to in ° 


the Apocalypse.than that of God and 
of His Son. Thus far there is no con- 
flict of power, no opposition to God, no 
evil power, or power of unbelieving 
men (there is one slight exception, but 
it belongs to the historic past, and not 
to the future, the very significant state- 
ment regarding Pergamos, that there 
was “Satan’s throne” [2:13], a subject 
that warrants a great deal of investi- 
gation). With the ninth chapter, how- 
ever, great and awful powers of evil; 
and powerful creatures, burst forth upon 
the earthly scene, and, with the ex- 
ception of the two witnesses, who are, 
it should be remembered, slain, these 
powerful evil beings seem to ho'd abso- 
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lute sway upon the earth, from the be- 
ginning of chapter 9 through to the bat- 
tle of Armageddon (chap. 19). In chapter 
9, which is by far the most war-filled 
chapter in the New Testament, cor- 
responding in many details to Ezekiel 
38 and [daniel 11, we read of the open- 
ing “of the pit of the abyss,” followed 
by an outpouring of locusts, “and power 
was given them, as the scorpions of the 
earth have power” (9:3). “The shapes 
of the locusts were like unto horses 
prepared for war, and upon their heads 
as it were crowns like unto gold, and 
their faces were as men’s faces” (v. 7). 


“And they have tails like unto scorpions,’ 


and stings; and in their tails is their 
power to hurt men five months” (v. 10). 
These powerful beings have a king over 
them, Abaddon, or Apollyon, meaning 
“Destroyer,” which in itself is significant. 
In the latter part of the chapter we read 
of armies of horsemen numbering twice 
ten thousand times ten thousand, who 
were so fierce in their destructive ca- 
pacities that one-third of the men of 
the earth were killed, “for the power 
of the horses is in their mouth, and in 
their tails: for their tails are like unto 
serpents, and have heads; and with them 
they hurt” (v, 19). In this one chapter 
alone we have sixteen occurrences of 
words indicating power— horses, war, 
breastplates, king, armies, horsemen. 


The Only Break in the Midnight 


The only break in this dark section 
of prophecy, the midnight of human his- 
tory, is, as we have said above, in the 
opening of the eleventh chapter, when 
two witnesses are sent to Jerusalem to 
prophesy for 1,260 days, who, though 
they “have the power to shut the heaven, 
that it rain not during the days of their 
prophecy: and they have power over 
the waters to turn them into blood, and 
to smite the earth with every plague, 
as often as they shall desire,” yet the 
beast coming up out of the abyss, mak- 
ing war with them, overcame them and 
killed them. 5 

In chapter 12 we have reference to the 
war in Heaven. It would seem as though 
Satan now realizes that the great hour 
has come in which his absolute rule 
must be determined and so, with all the 
earth under his control, he dares to enter 
Heaven with the hope of overthrowing 
the powers that there have been ruling 
the universe since the creation. He is 
defeated and thrown down to the earth. 

Now begins the darkest hour mankind 
will ever know, as revealed in the dic- 
tatorship of chapter 13. Here the words 
for power multiply. Of the beast out of 
the sea we read, “The dragon gave him 
his power, and his throne, and great 
authority” (v. 2); because of which the 
whole earth worshiped the dragon and 
the beast, saying, “Who is able to make 
war with him?” (v. 4.) Then we read 
that to this same beast “was given to 
make war with the saints, and to over- 
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come them: and there was given to him 
authority over every tribe and people 
and tongue and nation” (v. 7). If ever 
in the Word of God there is a passage 
that speaks of absolute power on this 
earth in the hands of an evil creature, 
this is wit. 

In the second half of the chapter an- 
other beast comes up out of ‘the earth, 
exercising all the authority of the first 
beast. The various displays of his power 
need not be entered upon here. The 
rule of a world dictator is resumed in 
chapter 17. Here the words for power 
again multiply. “The ten horns that 
thou sawest are ten kings, who have 
received no kingdom as yet; but they 
receive authority as kings, with the 
beast, for one hour. These have one 
mind, and they give their power and 
authority unto the beast” (vs, 12, 13). 
With this enormous universal power in 
the possession of these evil creatures, 
we are told, “these shall war against 
the Lamb.” 


The final ‘period of world history, as 
recorded in the Book of the Revelation, 
those last few years, leading up to the 
battle of Armageddon, and the estab- 
lishment of the millennial reign of Christ 
— chapters 9-18 — are saturated with the 
vocabulary of power. Here we behold 
world rulers to whom the kings of the 
earth give their power, and might, and 
authority. All this power is ultithately 
concentrated in a world dictator, who 
will be able to control the religion, the 
economic life, and the armies of man- 
kind. These custodians of power are 
the enemies of God that persecute the 
saints of God. If this then be the con- 
dition that will prevail at the end of the 
age, one must ask the question, how is 
it that such a concentration of power 
is possible, and what is there in modern 
history that shows how these conditions 
can so easily prevail in the vast accumu- 
lations of that which dominates these 
last days, namely, power? 


The Natural Passion for Power 


To begin with, we should recognize 
the fundamental fact that natural man 
in his fallen condition has an ineradi- 
cable desire for power, and will, when 
he obtains it, in whatever degree, at- 
tempt to exercise and display this power 
even to the distress of others. This is 
a fundamental fact in human psychology 
which can be supported by evidence 
from all of our students of human nature, 

If at the end of this age, as the Scrip- 
tures clearly predict, there will be an 
unusual display of power on this earth 
and great concentrations of power in a 
world dictator, an enemy of God, neces- 
sitating one final clash of Christ, the 
omnipotent One, with these mighty 
forces gathered together against Him on 
earth, one can hardly escape asking the 
question, what are the sources of power 
on this earth, and what is there in mod- 
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ern history that clearly reveals a fabu- 
lous increase of these very powers as 
the world prepares for this final strug- 
gle? We have space to mepiion only 
the primary factors included in this 
question. 


Population.—Of course, the first meas- 
urement c power, first in history and 
first in nationa life, is that of popula- 
tion, manpower. At the dawn of our 
era, that is, in the first century, about 
the time our Lord was on earth, the en- 
tire population of the Roman Empire. 
it is estimated, was about 54,000,000. 
This, of course, did not include Chine. 
Japan, India, the North American In- 
dians, etc., but it does represent the 
largest mass of people under one rule, 
including all the lands around the Medi- 
terranean, as far east as the Tigris and 
Euphrates Rivers, and as far west as 
Great Britain. Exactly how many peo- 
ple there were in the world then we 
do not know. In 1940, however, there 
were more people in Germany proper 
than in the entire Roman Empire 1,900 
years ago. The entire population of the 
world today has been estimated at ap- 
proximately 2231,000,000, of which in 
North Americs nearly 200,000,000 are 
now living. Consequently, the power 
of mass population has developed enor- 
mously, especially in modern times. 


Military Power.—Nations today, how- 
ever, measure t'.eir power not so much 
by the mass o: people living within 
their bouncaries as by the number that 
can be im. iediately commandeered for 
military service, and, of course, military 
equipment. This, too, has shown a great 
acceleration in the last three hundred 
years. Dr. Quincy Wright of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, who is an outstand- 
ing authority in the Western world to- 
day on the history of war, estimates 
that in the sixteenth century armies sel- 
dom exceede« 20,000 to 30,000. In the 
seventeenth century, armies rarely ex- 
ceeded 50,000 to 60,000, when about 3 in 
every 1,000 of the population were found in 
the army, avproximately the same as in 
the Romar Empire. Inthe eighteenth 
century, individual armies sometimes 
numbered as many as 90,000; Napoleon 
always had 200,000, and at times he may 
have had a million men, or five per cent 
of the French people mobilized. Before 
the nineteenth century was over, how- 
ever, the eight great powers averaged 
500,000 men each in the army and navy. 
At the time of World War I, these indi- 
vidual armies averaged about 600,000, or 
about 5 to every 1,000 of the population, 
and for their maintenance one-third of 
the national budgets of these respective 
countries was demanded. In 1937, the 
world as a whole had 8,000,000 men in 
standing armies -- France as many as 19 
for every 1,000 population. It is esti- 
mated today thst the army man power 
of the world i: 16,379,000. 


In the middle of the eighteenth cen- 
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tury two field guns were generally 
counted for each 1,000 men; in the sec- 
ond World War 20 guns were assigned 
to each 1,000 men, and in some of the of- 
fensives of 1917, there were 300 guns 
to a mile. Up to the middle of the nine- 
teenth century, all military maneuvering 
was at a marching pace. Today most 
armies are mechanized, able to travel 
50 times as fast, and, if necessary, for 
many more hours. Bombing, too, has 
now become a terrific factor. In 1943, 
180,000 tons of bombs were dropped on 
Germany by Great Britain and America 
alone, and in the following year over 100,- 
000 tons were dropped in one month; at 
Caen 5,000 tons were dropped in forty 
minutes. In 1850 the number of bullets 
fired by a smooth bore muzzle loader 
by 1,000 men in “one minute was 500, 
and their range about 300 yards. Today 
we have machine guns which fire 1,000 
rounds a minute, making 1,000,000 for 
1,000 men, with a range of nearly 4,000 
yards. In addition, we now have pilot- 
less planes, flying bombs, and long-range 
rockets, with a range of 250 miles, 

Not only has the power available in 
war been stepped up more than a thou- 
sandfold in some ways, but we now hfve 
what is called total war—total war 
waged by. total populations for total 
stakes, 

Modern Development of Power From 
Natural Resources.—From earliest times, 
men have used flowing water and wind 
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for the development of power. Coal 
also may have been used for some pur- 
poses by the Romans, but only in a very 
limited way. But it was not until 1769, 
when Watt applied for a patent for the 
steam engine, that we can say man be- 
gan to use in great quantities the latent 
energies buried in the earth. First the 
use of coal phenomenally progressed, and 
by the middle of the nineteenth century 
trains were crossing America and Eu- 
rope, and vast loads of merchandise and 
thousands of people could now be swiftly 
carried without the use of horse and 
carriage. Soon electricity burst upon the 
world and steam was made to turn vast 
turbines, which in turn produced elec- 
tric currents, which not only gave power, 
but this power could be carried over 
wires and cables hundreds of miles for 
use in any locality man determined. 
About tiie same time, men began to use 
petroleum and natural gas, which, though 
known from early times were not har- 
nessed for light and heat until about 
1860, and not for power uatil near the 
end of the nineteenth century. It has 
been estimated that today a man with 
an automobile at his disposal and his 
home and barns furnished with electric 
current, and his farm machinery mech- 
anized, can do the work on any farm 
that a hundred years ago would have 
taken sixty men to complete. Thus the 
power of man is being infinitely mul- 
tiplied, 
(To be continued) 


Christmas in a Leper Colony 


As weeks of pain and separation are forgotten 
in thanksgiving for God's gift of His Son 


For many years it has been the cus- 
tom of the American Mission to Lepers 
(156 Fifth Avénue, New York 10) to send 
to each Christian leprosy colony for 
which it has a responsibility a small 
sum of money at Christmastime to pro- 
vide an extra measure of joy and cheer 
on the anniversary of our Lord's birth 
for those burdened with the scourge of 
leprosy. In the following paragraphs, 
the composite letters of Sudan Interior 
missionaries give us a picture of Christ- 
mas in the Kano Leprosy Colony, one of 
five maintained by the S.I1.M. in north- 
ern Nigeria. . 

LL through the Advent Season 

hearts are opening to the joy of 
the Saviour’s coming. A nine-day Bible 
conference is held in November, and a 
number. of those who participate give 
their lives to the Lord. The women’s 
Sunday school attendance increases. In 
the colony’s school the children show a 
real interest in Scripture memorizing 
and put to memory nearly all of Mat- 
thew 2, 

Five of Kano’s Christians attend the 
joint Bible conference held at the neigh- 
boring Sokoto Leprosy Home. They re- 
turn blessed and refreshed, their faces 
happy with the joy of the Lord. As one 


of these describes the splendid work 
done among the boys and girls at Sokoto, 
two of Kano’s boys stand up for the 
Lord and say that they, too, want to 
follow Jesus. 

Life goes on serenely at the creches 
down the hill, where healthy babies of 
the patients live. The older ones, sit- 
ting on stools or mats at morning wor- 
ship, learn to repeat the Twenty-third 
Psalm as well as individual Bible verses 
— John 3:16; John 5:24; John 14:6; and 
Acts 4:12. In the high-legged cribs, the 
younger children lie smiling contentedly 
— black jewels. Not one is too young to 
know what love is, or to respond to 
loving care. 

The Christmas feast and sports day 
for Kano is scheduled for December 20, 
and, at last, the great day arrives, Early 
in the morning the camp is abustle with 
final preparations. Two steers and two 
sheep have been bought and are to be 
slaughtered to provide portions for each 
household the size of a man’s hand, But 
first the butchers must be bargained with 
for the pay they will receive. 

In the meantime, mats are laid for the 
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food, and an alley is roped off for the 
villagers to pass through as they receive 
their portions. A place is roped off for 
the sports, and the equipment needed 
for the games is put in readiness. 


At eleven, the oxcarts go to the far 
end of the camp, where the “Burnt out” 
cases live, to bring to the festivities the 
maimed, the crippled, and the blind, who 
cannot come without help. 

The drums begin to beat at noon to 
remind folk that the time for the games 
is drawing near. The events are not 
to begin until 2 p.m., but in Africa peo- 
ple move slowly and the drumming 
starts early to make certain that all 
will arrive on time. 


At one o’clock, people begin to as- 
semble. Some have new headcloths; 
some, new gowns. Most are dressed in 
their best, their things nicely washed. 
Three hundred and fifty men, women, 
and children, all happily chattering, wait 
for the games to begin, 

Now the missionaries come, bringing the 
healthy babies from the creches. Mats 
are laid for them, and chairs brought, 
The “clean” children are seated on the 
mats. The leprous mammas and papas 
gather around to see their little ones, 
whom they love but, for the present, 
cannot touch. Among these are those 
who hope, some day when they are 
symptom free, to be reunited with their 
precious little ones and return to their 
home villages. What a happy reunion 
to look forward to’! 

A shout is heard and the games begin. 
There are events for old and young— 
high jumps, pole vaulting, relays, ob- 
stacle races, archery contests, a tug of 
war. 
their hearts, others merely look on. 
Everyone is ready for a good-natured 
laugh over a harmless tumble. They 
are thrilled when a missionary enters 
into the contests and is bested. Proudly 
the winners come forward to receive 
their prizes, 

Soon the time ‘comes “for giving out 
food for the feast, and oh, how this part 
of the program is anticipated! A mis- 
sionary calls for silence and explains 
carefully and clearly that those who loye 
and follow our Lord Jesus in America 
have sent money through the American 
Mission to Lepers for this salt, these pep- 
pers, this palm oil, and meat. 

“Mun Gode, Mun Gode,” they call— 
“Thank you. Thank you.” 

The first name is called, and its owner 
steps forward to the pile of guinea corn 
and receives his share. Eyes sparkle. 
“Oh,” it is murmured, “we'll be well 
satisfied tonight.” 

. With calabashes balanced precariously 
on their heads, they wend their way 
homeward. Before long the thump 


thump of women pounding corn can be 
heard. There is much,singing all through 
the evening. To the tune of “We Praise 
Thee, O God,” they sing their own 


Some enter the games with all — 
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Lesson for December 19 


“thank you” hymn: Mun Gode Maka” 


—‘We Thank Thee.” 


Christmas Day dawns clear and bright. 
At nine-thirty the church bells start 
ringing and the villagers start coming 
— first in driblets, then in streams, until 
all the seats are full, and the aisles, too, 
The Christians bring forward their tithes 
of thankfulness in grain and money. The 
boys and girls sing their Christmas song. 
The women recite Luke 2:8-22 in unison; 
the boys, the second chapter of Mat- 
thew. Amid the jubilation, the eight- 
day-old baby girl of the colony’s evange- 
list and his wife is dedicated to the Lord. 


Their hearts full of joy, they thank 
God for’ the wonderful gift of His Son. 
For the present, the pain of leprosy is 
forgotten and the sad parting from loved 
ones. Out of mind are the weeks and 
months and years ahead of exile from 
their families and villages. Yes, indeed: 
“Mun Gode Maka,” even in a leprosy 
colony, “We thank Thee.” For what are 
the sufferings of the present compared 
with the glory that is to be revealed 
to us? 


we 


Girls’ Problems. of Today 
Discussed by Aunt Mary 


This department will not be con- 
tinued nzxt year. The Editors wish 
to express their thanks to the writer 
of this column for her willing 
and faithful co-operation during the 
past year, and it is evident from 
correspondence that many readers 
have valued Aunt Mary’s wise coun- 
sel. But since the column is to be 
discontinued, no more questions 
should be sent to Aunt Mary.—Editor. 





Dear Aunt Mary: I am a mother of 


two girls, one is seven years, the 
other will be nine in February. I am 
a Christian, their father is not. They 


are beginning to ask about the facts 
o1 tife, especially the older one: She 
wants to know how we are born, and 
asks questions of that nature. It’s so 
hard for me to explain. 

Could you tell me how, in a good, 
clean way, I can explain these things 
to them? 


Y DEAR FRIEND: Your letter of 
recent date has been given careful 
consideration. To explain the facts of 
life to your children is not easy, and 
with a Christian mother like yourself 
it calls for earnest and repeated prayer. 
As the wise old book I used myself 
and lent to others is gone, I set out to 
find you another, if I could. What is 
offered on this subject in ordinary book- 
stores is not suitable for the children of 
believers who are “holy” (1 Cor. 7:14), 
for the Creator is ignored instead of rec- 
ognized and honored. But in a Chris- 
tian bookstore I found one that I believe 
will be helpful to you. It is called 
‘Manual of Sex Education,” by Clayton 
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By Francis Corbin Owen 


HAT could I give Thee, Saviour 
Divine, 
For a birthday gift, 
mine 
To give? And I hear Thee gently say, 
“Give Me thy heart to keep alway.” 


something that’s 


I would like something else to do 

For a Saviour so wonderful, kind, and 
true, 

Since my heart already belongs to Thee. 

The answer comes softly, “Follow thou 
Me.” 


But I would show Thee how much I love 
The Saviour who left His throne above. 
Gently the answer, “I have no need, 

But proof of love is My lambs to feed.” 


As birthday gifts to the King of kings 
Intimate, personal gifts we should bring; 
A loving heart, pursuing feet, 

Willing hands for His service meet. 








F. Derstine (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1.50). I have 
read it through carefully, and believe 
that Part Two (pp. 27-38), has good sug- 
gestions for children from five to eight 
years old; and Part Three (pp. 43-52), 
for those from nine to twelve years old. 

Each mother knows her own children 
best, and must adapt general advict to 


Two Christmas Surprises 


* (9) 1085 


suit the ones she knows and loves best. 
For instance, while this author is en- 
tirely Christian in his outlook, he does 
not say as much about prayer a& I wish. 
Also, I think that sometime before the 
story of life is told, a Christian mother 
should direct her child’s thoughts toward 
the wisdom and power of God in crea- 
tion. How marvelous are the stars, and 
how perfectly these great spheres (of 
countless number, yet every one known 
by name to Him) obey Him, whirling 
about on nothing, yet accurate to the 
second in their course through space! 
That is a good place to begin, followed 
by the wonders of our solar system, then 
of our earth. “The heavens declare the 
glory of God,” as Psalm 19 so beauiifully 
states. If their minds are occupied with 
His infinite wisdom and power, it will 
help them to take in what you have 
to tell them. When you have told about 
the mighty mountains, the vast oceans, 
the wide plains watered by the flowing 
rivers, you could speak of the many 
lovely flowers He gave to make us happy. 
But the flowers die each fall, so He made 
them grow seeds inside of them, which 
we plant in the spring and have more 
lovely flowers each summer! He made 
wheat and oats and other foods which 
we need, and the animals need have 
seeds also. How kind, how gracious He is! 
How we should love and honor Him! 


(Continued on page 1100) 


When a Christmas verse was first sung as @ carol 


ERHAPS the most stirring of all our 
wonderful Christmas hymns is the one 
beginning: 

Christians, awake, salute the happy morn, 

Whereon the Saviour of the world was 

born. 
The story of its writing is the story of 
two interesting Christmas surprises. 

John Byrom, the author of this famous 
hymn, was a north-of-England school- 
master in the eighteenth century. He 
also wrote poetry occasionally. Shortly 
before Christmas, one year, he was at 
work on some new verses when his 
favorite daughter, Dolly, came into his 
workroom. She asked her father to 
write a Christmas poem for her. She 
told him she would count it a wonder- 
ful Christmas gift. 

The pleased father promised that she 
should have her poem —half in jest, of 
course, for he was not at al] sure that 
he could write anything suitable on such 
short notice. 

But Dolly’s request turned out to be 
true inspiration, and Mr. Byrom wrote 
“Christians, Awake” in good time for the 
sacred holiday. So, on Christmas morn- 
ing, he was happy to be able to present 
Dolly with a folded slip of paper, in- 


By NORMAN C. SCHLICHTER 
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scribed on the outside, “Christmas Day 
for Dolly.” 


Dolly was very happy, and treasured 
the fine Christmas poem greatly. A few 
months later, she showed the verses to 
a family friend of long standing, John 
Wainwright, who was then the organist 
of the Old Parish Church of Manchester. 


Mr. Wainwright liked the rousing lilt 
of the poem and carefully copied it, 
although he said nothing of this to any 
of the Byrom family. 


On the following Christmas Eve, im- 
agine the surprise of all the Byroms 
when the organist came with his choris- 
ters to their house, silently in the dark- 
ness, and, at a given signal, joined lustily 
in the reverent singing of the fine hymn. 

Neither poet nor musician ever 
dreamed that night that the whole world 
would keep on singing their words and 
music. 

That, indeed, makes a third wonderful 
Christmas surprise, but one which they 
were not permitted to enjoy, as far as 
we know. One likes to think that per- 
haps in their Heavenly Home at Christ- 
mas time they do hear their hymn sung. 

ANNVILLE, Pa. 
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International Uniform Lesson 
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LESSON 12. DECEMBER 19. GOOD NEWS IN THE BIBLE (Christmas Lesson) 


Matthew 1:18 to 2:12; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 2:1-20,; printed text, Luke 2:1-14 
Golden Text.—Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be go all people.—Luke 2:10 


Kinc James VERSION 


Luke 2:1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went 
out a decree from Czsar Augustus, that all the world should be 


taxed. 


2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor 


of Syria.) 


3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 

4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judza, unto the city of David, which is called Beth- 
(because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 

5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with 


lehem; 


child. 


6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be delivered. 

7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was 


no room for them in the inn. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


OFANE men, posing even as min- 
Pisses of Christ, have at times at- 

tempted to compare the opening 
chapters of this Gospel with the myths 
of pagans, in many of which we are 
told of demigods begotten of human 
mothers. But no anointed eye or Spirit- 
taught mind can fail to see how different 
is the pure, holy record of the miraculous 
birth of the sinless Son of God as man 
on earth, from the vile, lewd tales that 
Satan himself foisted on the idolatrous, 
ancient world, in order that when the 
true Seed of the woman came, who was 
destined to bruise the Serpent’s head, 
they might not recognize Him, but would 
think of Him as but one of the mythical 
heroes of their folklore, which ,was in- 
timately connected with the worship of 
the powers of nature. The story of the 
virgin birth of Jesus stands alone among 
human records. No other is in any 
respect to be compared with it. There 
is such an atmosphere of purity and 
holiness surrounding it that the spiritu- 
ally minded have ever been impressed 
with it. Carnal men may mock, and 
rationalists may sneer, but faith re- 
ceives it in all simplicity, knowing that 
with God all things are possible. 

The Incarnation itself is one of the 
greatest of all mysteries (1 Tim. 3:16), 
for the mind of man cannot understand, 
much less explain, the union of the di- 
vine and the human in the person of 
“the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5) who 
is thereby constituted the Mediator or 
Daysman who can “lay his hand upon us 
both” (Job 9:33). Because He is God, 
the eternal Word, He knows the Father 
in the fullest sense and can reveal Him 
to us (Matt. 11:27). And because He 
is man in all perfection, the Son of 
Mary the virgin, He can enter, sinless, 


8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in 
the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 


9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. _ 
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. 

12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 


heavenly host praising God, and saying, 


toward men. 


into all normal human experiences, and 
so act on our behalf as our great High 
Priest with God (Heb, 4:15). Well may 


our adoring hearts exclaim, “Hallelujah, ° 


what a Saviour !” 


The Historical Setting 


It has been discovered that the census 
referred to in Luke 2 was taken four 
years prior to the period which we call 
A.D. At this time Herod the Great was 
still king in Judea, though he died very 
shortly afterward. This fixes definitely 
for us the birth year of Jesus, though we 
do not know the exact time or season. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 2:1.—.“A decree from Cesar Au- 
gustus that. all the world should be 
taxed.” We read in Proverbs 21:1, “The 
king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord 
... he turneth it whithersoever he will.” 
As the appointed time drew near for 
Christ to be born in Bethlehem (Mic. 
5:2), God moved Cesar Augustus to call 
for an enrollment, which would make 
it necessary for Joseph and Mary ‘to 
go from Nazareth to their native city. 

Verse 2—“When Cyrenius was gover- 
nor of Syria.” See note above as to the 
Historical Setting. 

Verse 3.—“All went to be tared ... 
into his own city.” Imperial authority 
made this obligatory and in this way 
Mary, the expectant mother of Jesus, 
was brought to Bethlehem in due time. 


Verse 4.—“Joseph . . . was of the house 
and lineage of David.” The foster father 
of Jesus was heir to the throne, had 
things been in order. Through him 
Christ obtained the throne rights. But 
Mary was also of the lineage of David. 
Through her Jesus became actually the 
Son of David. 


Verse 5.—“Mary ... great with child.” 
It must have seemed unlikely that 
Micah’s prophecy would ever be fulfilled, 
but God saw to it that there was no hin- 
drance. Left to herself, Mary would 


14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
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never have gone to Bethlehem at such 
a time, but all was divinely overruled 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 


Verse 6—“The days were accom- 
plished,” and so, on the arrival of the 
little family in Bethlehem, the Son of 
God was born of Mary. 


Verse 7.—“She brought forth her first- 
born son ,.. there was no room for 
them in the inn.” Thus in lowly guise 
the Son of God was born on earth of a 
human mother, thereby linking our hu- 
manity with His deity. In a stable the 
Holy One found His first home in the 
world He Himself had created, and for 
a cradle He was given a manger, from 
which the cattle fed. Surely no greater 
humiliation could have been His! 
Though He was heir of all things, no 
room was found for Him in the inn. 

Verse 8.—“Shepherds . _ keeping 
watch over their flock by night.” Out 
on the hillside near the city, these shep- 
herds were engaged in their customary 
occupation, little dreaming of the great 
event that had taken place, until ap- 
prised of it by a holy angel. 


Verse 9.—“The angel of the Lord came 
upon them.” For centuries there had 
been no angelic ministry visible until 
Gabriel appeared, first to Zacharias and 
then to Mary. Now a glorious being 
came to these shepherds to announce 
Messiah’s advent. If earth was unmoved 
by the Saviour’s birth, it was otherwise 
in Heaven. All there were stirred to 
the depths of their being as they realized 
God’s promise of a Redeemer and Mes- 
siah had at last begun to be fulfilled. 

Verse 10.—“Behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy.” This was the dec- 
laration of the angel, and he hastened 
to add that the good news was for all 
people — not only for Israel, 


Verse 11.—“Unto you is born a je ee 


Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” It 
was not the announcement of the advefit 
of a great world-teacher to show men 
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Lesson for December 19 


how to deliver themselves from the 
wretched condition into which sin had 
plunged them. They needed more than 
a teacher, or a way-shower. They needed 
a Saviour and that Saviour was born 
in David’s city in accordance with the 
prophetic Word. 


Verse 12.—“This shall be a sign unto 
you.” To guard against any mistake, the 
shepherds were told exactly how they 
might know the Saviour—they would 
find the Holy Babe “wrapped in swad- 
dling clothes, lyitig in a manger.” 

Verse 13—‘A multitude of the 
heavenly host” now appeared and joined 
with the angel in praising God and glori- 
fying His name. 

Verse 14—“Glory to God in the high- 
est” was their song as they lauded Him 
who had shown such signal mercy to 
lost mankind, in sending One who was 
to bring peace to earth and manifest 
God’s good will toward those who had 
deserved the very opposite; for it was 
not peace to men of good will they pro- 
claimed, as some have rendered it, but 
it was good will on the part of God 
providing salvation for all. Thus had the 
nativity of our blessed Lord been 
ushered in — an event destined to change 
the entire course of human history. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


That the Lord Jesus Christ came into 
the world to be the Saviour of all men, 
without distinction of race or culture, 
if they would but open their hearts to 
receive Him, comes out clearly in the 
angelic declaration. It was for this very 
purpose that God became man. The In- 
carnation linked Him with the entire 
human race, that He might become the 
Kinsman-Redeemer for all who turned 
to God in repentance and faith. But this 
could only be consummated by the of- 
fering up of Himself on the cross as the 
sinner’s substitute. Bethlehem prepared 
the way for Calvary. The Incarnation 
was the first step in the program of re- 
demption. “In all things it behooved 
him to be made like unto his brethren” 
(Heb. 2:17), and so the eternal Son of 
God stooped to become the Son of man, 
and as such He passed through all hu- 
man conditions sinless and undefiled, 


Lesson Outline 
THe BIRTH oF CHRIST 
1, The imperial decree (Luke 2:1, 2) 


. 2. The journey to Bethlehem (vs, 3-5) 


3. The birth of the Saviour (vs. 6, 7) 
4. The angelic announcement (vs. 8-14) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Prophecy Fulfilled. Have you ever 
considered how unlikely it must have 
seemed that Micah’s prophecy that the 
Christ should be born in Bethlehem 
could ever be fulfilled? Mary was in 
Nazareth awaiting the birth of her holy 
Child. Evidently, neither she nor Joseph 
had any intention of going down to their 
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Last Week’s Lessen 
11. December 12.—Letters in the Bible. 
Philippians; 1 Timothy; 1 John 


Next Week’s Lesson 
13. December 26.—Apocalyptic Litera- 
ture in the Bible. Daniel 7; Reve- 
lation 1; 4:8b, 11; 11:15b; 15:3b, 
4; 21; 22 








of 
native city at such a time. But Cesar’s 
decree made this obligatory, and so they 
hastened to Bethlehem, arriving just in 
time for the fulfillment of the prophecy, 


Summaries and Applications 


We should ever remember that Beth- 
lehem was the first stage on the road 
to Calvary. 

Our salvation is not by the incarnation 
of the Son of God, but by His propitia- 
tory death. 

Millions of people keep Christmas who 
have never received Christ. It is the 
person of the Lord who saves, 

To celebrate His birth while refusing 
to trust Him as our own personal Sav- 
iour is to miss the real meaning of the 
nativity altogether. 

He who was born in that stable in 
Bethlehem was the eternal Son of God, 
who became man for our redemption. 
Have we received Him by faith as our 


* Saviour. and Lord? 


Winona LAKE, IND, 
ye . 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 


HAT fact about Luke adds significance 
to his account of the supernatural 
birth of the Lord Jesus Christ? 


2. Why has Luke’s account of the birth 
of Christ been so completely discounted 
by the critics? 


3. How do believers differ from critics in 
regard to “unsupported” statements of 
Scripture? 


4. What was (a) the apparent reason, (b) 
the real reason for the going of Joseph 
and Mary to Bethlehem? 

5. Why is Bethlehem called “the city of 
David”? 

6. What other location is called “the city 
of David’? 


7. Of what tragic truth is verse 7 a par- 
able? , 


8. What was the “sign”—the swaddling 
clothes or the manger-bed? 


9. Were the swaddling bands a mystic 
symbol of our Lord’s death? 


10. Has the angels’ “song” failed of real- 
ization? 
(Answers on page 1097) 


bd 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who at this season dost 
gladden us by the remembrance of the 
birth of our Lord Jesus, we praise Thee 
for the light and life His coming brought 
to men. In all our festivities keep us 
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mindful of Him whose coming we cele- 
brate. May all our rejoicing be worthy 
of our Lord. Keep us mindful, too, that 
many have never heard of the Seviour, 
and help us and all Thy people to take 
no rest till the work of making Christ 
known to all people has been done. 
Bless Thy servants who are in lands far 
away from their own to tell the Gospel 
story. As they think of the home and 
dear ones from whom they are separated 
at this season, may they be able to re- 
joice in Thy nearness, and in the fel- 
lowship of those they have won to the 
Saviour. Remember all who have few 
comforts and little of earthly gladness 
in their Christmas observances. May 
they rejoice in those eternal riches be- 
lievers have in Christ. May we who 
have abundance remember as we should 
our brethren in need. Where the Christ- 
mas joy is overshadowed for any by 
grief or pain, give Thy comfort and re- 
lief. Where men know the Gospel but 
spurn the Saviour, give repentance that 
such may turn to Thee and Heaven be 
glad. Bless our study today and let the 
joy the shepherds knew fill all our 
hearts, for Christ’s dear sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—No angels need tell 
us the Christmas story, for we have the 
message in our Bibles. The Christmas 
tree in our homes can be —in a limited 
way, as all illustrations —an illustration 
or object lesson of what Christ has done 
for us. 

First, the Christmas tree leaves its 
home for ours, a reminder of Him who 


Carts'ror our” BEST 


left the beauty, peace, and joy of Heaven 
for the ugliness, strife, and sorrow of 
earth. Again, the Christmas tree gives 
its life for us. It lives and grows green 
and beautiful in the forest, but it is cut 
down and in a few weeks is dry. and life- 
less. In coming to our home it loses 
its own life. So it was with our Lord. 
It was at the cost of His life He came 
to us. He died that we might be for- 
given. But He, unlike the tree, came 
back to life, and is living today. Then, 
too, the Christmas tree is light-giving. 
It is lighted to brighten our homes, and 
so it speaks of Him who is the Light of 
the world. What light and gladness are 
found where Jesus is known and loved 
that people do not have who never heard 
of Him! Then, last of all, the Christmas 
tree is gift-bearing. It is loaded with 
good things, and likewise our Lord Jesus 
comes to us bearing the greatest of gifts, 
pardon, life, joy, peace, strength, help, 
guidance here, and Heaven hereafter. 
Surely we should sing, 
I bring, I bring rich gifts to thee: 
What hast thou brought to me? 

On their birthdays we give our loved 
ones and friends gifts that show our love. 
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On this birthday of our Lord, let us make 
Him a fresh love-gift of ourselves, 

Take myself, and I will be 

Ever, only, all for Thee ! 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. 


The Busy Men’s Comer 


By Tom M. Olson 


HE word “Gospel” means “glad tid- 

ings,”*and is so used by some trans- 
lators. The Good News of Christ is “the 
power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth” (Rom. 1:16). The 
outstanding facts of the Good News by 
which we are saved are the death of 
Christ for our sins, His burial, and His 
resurrection (1 Cor, 15:3-5). 

Those having “beautiful feet” in the 
estimation of the Lord are those who 
“preach the gospel of peace, and bring 
glad tidings of good things” (Rom, 10: 
15). Being conscious of the world’s need 
of the Good News, as well as of the 
high privilege of propagating it, every 
preacher should say with the Apostle 
Paul, “Woe is unto me, if I preach not 
the gospel” (1 Cor, 9:16). Martin Luther 
said he would gladly beg all week (for 
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the monastery he was once in) for the 
privilege of preaching the Gospel on 
Sunday. 


“And Joseph also went up .. . into 
the city of David, which is called Bethle- 
hem” (Luke 2:4)—When God’s time 
came for the fulfillment of the proph- 
ecies regarding the birth of Christ, the 
Roman Emperor decreed that the world 
should be enrolled. This caused Joseph 
to take Mary and go to Bethlehem — 
the city where the Saviour should be 
born (Mic. 5:2). 

Bethlehem was the scene of the early 
life of David (1 Sam, 16:1; 2 Sam, 23: 
15). Bethlehem signifies, “house of 
bread.” How appropriate that it should 
be the birthplace of Him who said, “I 
am the bread of life’! 

I count my visit to Bethlehem as one 
of the special privileges of my life; but 
am thankful that it is not necessary for 
one to go on a pilgrimage to that distant 
city for salvation. It is seeing Him by 
faith that avails today. 


“And she brought forth her firstborn 
son” (v. 7).—“When the fulness of the 
time was come, God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman, made under the law, 
to redeem ...” (Gal. 4:4, 5). Man had 


" Of A Saviour 


ef Aw id Len te you 
thid day in the city ef 
Dawid aSaview, whe 
id Christ the Lord. 2nd 
thid id the sign unte you: 
Ye shall find o Inder 
whapped in Awaddling 
Kethes, and lying in o 
mangu” (Luke 2:11,12,) 


“He humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death + 
of thecross.” (Pnil.2:6.) - 
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been tried in various ways for 4,000 
years and was a proved failure. He 
needed a redeemer. Here we see Him 
coming into the world in the form of a 
babe. Isaiah had prophesied that “a 
virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
and shall call his. name Immanuel” — 
“which being interpreted is, God with 
us.” Thus in this virgin-born Son we 
have very God, very man. 

When a man said, “A virgin birth is 
humanly impossible,” I was happy to be 
able to tell him, “So is the creation of 
a universe, but that which is humanly 
impossible is divinely possible.” Mary 
herself wondered how such a birth could 
occur, and asked: “How shall this be, 
seeing I know not a man?” (Luke 1:34.) 
She was told, “The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore 
also that holy thing which shall be born 
of thee shall be called the Son of God.” 
The reason men have difficulty regarding 
the virgin birth of the Lord Jesus Christ 
is that they fail to take into considera- 
tion the Holy Spirit and the power of the 
Highest. 

“And there were . . . shepherds abid- 
ing in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night” (v. 8).—It is reported that 
the sheep used for the daily sacrifice at 
Jerusalem were pastured in the fields of 
Bethlehem. How amazed these shep- 
herds must have been over the fact that 
the angelic announcement of the Sav- 
iour’s birth should first be made to them 
—and not to the priest officiating in the 
Temple at Jerusalem! 

The fact that the priests failed to 
hasten to Bethlehem (less than ten miles 
distant) after the shepherds had spread 
the report abroad (Luke 2:17) is the 
greatest indication of their disinterest- 
edness. 

We counted it a great -privilege to 
visit those very fields one Christmas 
Eve, and sing some of our spiritual 
songs, such as: “Jesus, my Saviour, to 
Bethlehem came,” and “Hark, the her- 
ald angels sing,” and then refer to this 
passage of Scripture (Luke 2) and have 
a season of thanksgiving to God for send- 
ing His beloved Son into the world. I 
do not dogmatize on the day, but since 
December 25 is celebrated as the -birth 
of the Saviour, I like to seize that golden 
opportunity of reminding folks that He 
“came into the world to save sinners,” 
and of telling them what He did to save 
them and how they can be saved. 


“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy ...-unto you 
is born ...a Saviour” (vs, 10, 11).—Un- 
questionably that is good news, the best 
possible news! Sinners need a Saviour 
and He has been given. He is God’s 
“unspeakable gift.” And to as many as 
receive Him, God gives the right to call 
themselves children of God. 

From highest heights the Saviour came 

To deepest depths of lowest shame; 


From highest realms of endless day 
To humble cradle in the hay! 
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Lesson tor December i9 


From form of God to human child, 
From Ruler to a servant mild; 

From riches vast, to poverty, ” 
From glory to humility ! 


From worship by celestial throng 

To be the theme of drunkard’s song; 

From fellowship with God on high 

To be forsaken and to die ! 

Why should He come and pay the price 

Of such an awful sacrifice? 

Why did He come and bear the cross 

And suffer such tremendous loss? 

Because He wanted us to be 

With Him throughout eternity; 

That all who love Him now, might share 

Celestial joys and mansions fair. 

That perfect bodies without pain 

Might be our everlasting gain; 

That’s why from highest heights He came 

To deepest depths of lowest shame ! 
—Marie L. Olson. 

Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 
AY, fellows, nothing will ever take 
the place of Christmas. It ‘is one 
event: that will stand out, beginning 
with childhood memories, as long as we 
live — evén into eternity; for surely our 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson : 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Saviour’s first advent upon earth will be 
one of eternity’s theme songs. 

Christmas was purchased for us at a 
great price. To make it possible the 
Son of God left His Home in Glory and 
came to earth, “took upon him the form 
of a servant and was made in the like- 
ness of men” (Phil. 2:7); as a babe, laid 
in a manger because there was no room 
for His mother at the inn; as a man, 
with no home; as a pauper, plucking the 
corn in the field to appease his hunger; 
as one hated and despised, set upon, per- 
secuted, deridéi, scourged, falsely ac- 
cused, tried, condemned to death and 
crucified, crying, “Father, forgive them; 
for they know not what they do.” 

What a price He paid for our Christmas! 

Surely we will remember it through 
eternity: and that makes it very im- 
portant to use it properly and wisely. 
Of course it is rightly a time for great 
rejoicing, the exchange of happy greet- 
ings and the giving of gifts: but is that 
all? 

Let me tell you how a young fellow 
found himself celebrating Christmas in 
a way he did not plan. It made a change 
in his thought about Christmas for the 
rest of his life. Each year he went hunt- 
ing on that day. He loved the woods, 
his dog, and his gun; and all year round 
while he worked he looked forward to 
that “feast.” Christmas morning, after 
the usual exchange of family greetings, 
he started out. It was a beautiful day, 
clear and crisp, and his dog bounded 
back and forth across the fields. ® 

Coming close to a little farmhouse, he 
saw a boy tugging at a two-wheeled 
thing loaded with broken limbs and 
sticks he had gathered in the woods. 
The boy was very thin, and scantily 
clothed, and really not strong enough to 
make much headway with his load. The 
hunter leaned his gun against a tree 
while he helped to pull the cart to the 
house. On the way, he learned that the 
boy’s father and mother were both sick 
in bed and he, the boy, was the only 
help they had. It was a pathetic situa- 
tion of real need, and the hunter had 
the spirit to respond to it. 

To make a long story short, he spent 
the morning doing a lot of urgently 
necessary things at the farmhouse. He 
made a fire in the stove, found some 
materials to prepare a scanty breakfast 
for the two sick ones and the boy, served 
it as best he knew how, and made them 
much more comfortable. Then he went 
back home, summoned a doctor, and took 
his mother out to the farmhouse to give 
such attention as only his mother could. 
The afternoon was spent gathering and 
storing up more wood for the stove and 
bringing from the store some necessary 
articles of food. 

The day’s “annual hunt” was over. No 
shells had been used, but a young hunter 
stored up on memory’s shelf a Christ- 
mas to be remembered through eternity. 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 
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Best Christmas Gifts ! 


Two Revealing Books 
by Famous Ex-Priests 


OUT OF THE LABYRINTH 


BY LEO H, LEHMANN 


Dr. William Ward 
Ayer, Pastor of Cal- 
vary Baptist Church, 
New ' York, says of 
this book: 

“We wish that every 
Protestant minister 
and every intelligent 
Evangelical would 
read, re-Pead and 
study this book in this 
crucial hour when Rome is on the march 
throughout the world with all of her soul- 
destroying powers.” 


Cloth bound. Price $3.00 


FIFTY YEARS IN THE 
CHURCH OF ROME 


BY FATHER CHINIQUY 
+ 
Dr. Leo H. Leh- 


mann, ex-priest and 
editor of THs Con- 


DR. AYER 





VERTED CATHOLIC 
MAGAZINE, writes 
of this new, un- 


abridged edition of 
the absorbing story: 
“Every Christian 
should read this 
fearless, poignant 
story of ee famous DR. LUMBAR 
Father Chiniquy, friend of Lincoln who, 
as a lawyer, defended him against the 
Jesuits; world-wide preacher of his new- 
found Evangelical faith, who led thou- 
sands of his fellow-Catholics into the 
light and freedom of the Gospel. Here 
is just the tonic Protestants need. today 
in the face of increasing Roman Catho- 
lic aggression.” 
Cloth bound. 475 pages. Price $3.75 
Read these two great books. Give 
2 them as Christmas presents. Use the 
corivenient coupon below. 


AGORA PUBLISHING CO. 
120 Liberty St. Dept.S New York 6, N. Y. 


Agora Publishing Co., Dept. S 
120 Liberty St., New York 6, N. Y. 
Enclosed find $....++++0 for which please 
send me: 
(0 Out of the Labyrinth 
(0 Fifty Years in the Church of Rome 
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WASHINGTON BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Three-Year General Bible Course 
Second Semester begins Jan. 22, 1949 
Write for catalogue 


1445 Rhode Island Ave., N.W. 
Washington 5, D. C. 








In the storms of life Bible 
based lines are strongest. That’s 
why Multnomah’s Bible. 
gentered curriculum provides an anchor, 
fot Christian youth. Write today 

for catalogue. 


Mutenomah seeks to enroll new friends as 
prayer warriors, students and stewards. 
“Doorstep Evangel” free to inquirers. 


ULTNOMAH 
Schoo! of the BEB LE 


Willard M. Aldrich, Th.D., President 
John G. Mitchell, D.., Vice President, B B. Suicliffe, D.0., Chm. Trustees 
692 N, E. Holladay St. Portland 14, Oregon! 











17‘S ABOUT CHRISTMAS 


Your youngsters will be impressed and 
delighted with the importance and full 
meaning of Christmas if you use this 
flannelgraph visual aid. CHRISTMAS 
SUEDE-GRAPH is ideal for presenta- 


tion at home, in the class, o 
mas program. 
CHRISTMAS SUEDE-GRAPH con- 
tains full story-text written for two age 
levels (4 to 12 years) . . . 6 pages of easy- 
to-use, ready-to-cut- -out, su Je-backed 
figures in full color . . . and complete, 
easy-to-follow instructions. Each $1.25 . 


Christmas flannel background packet $],7Q 
Suede-graphs are 
beautifully done 
in book form... 
make ideal Christ- 
mas gifts... 20 
titles — write for 
comple‘e list. 


or in a Christ. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
Goop NEws IN THE BIBLE 


WEEK or two ahead of time ask 

two girls to prepare to give a flan- 
nelgraph presentation of the Christmas 
story. Several of these are available. 
The Scripture Press, 434 South Wabash 
Ave., Chicago 5, has one for $1.25. Ask 
another to find out to whom God said, 
“In thee and in thy seed shall all the 
families of the earth be “blessed.” If a 
concordance is available she can do this 
by herself. If not, give her Genesis 22: 
18; 26:4; and 28:14. Ask a fourth to find 
out to whom the Seed refers (Acts 3:25, 
26; Gal. 3:16). Ask a fifth to give Isa- 
iah 7:14 and its fulfillment in Matthew 
1:23. A sixth can report on Isaiah 9: 
6, 7, and a seventh on Micah 5:2, 

The visit of the Son of God to this 
planet of ours is the greatest event in 
the history of the universe. If He had 
never come we would still be in heathen 
darkness, and there would not be one 
ray of hope for any member of the 
human race in this world or in the next, 
But because the Son of God did visit 
this planet and here died for our sins 
and rose again, there is good news for 
the whole world. Our hope of Heaven 
rests upon the death and resurrection of 
our Saviour, but if He had not first been 
born into this world, there would have 
been no death and resurrection. So we 
may truly say that the coming of Christ 


. to this earth is the greatest event of all 


history. 
The whole Old Testament looks for- 
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ward to the coming of Christ. God 
promised the Saviour in the Garden 
of Eden (Gen, 3:15). 
to what three people God said, “In thee 
and in thy seed shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed.” Now Helen will 
tell us how we know who this Seed was 
who would bring universal blessing. 

Gladys, Bernice, and Donna will each 
give us a prophecy of Christ’s coming. 
We do not have time this morning to 
look at any more prophecies, but if you 
study your Bible you will see that the 
whole Old Testament points to it. Notice 
what the Lord Jesus says about Abra- 
ham in John 8:56, 

The word “Gospel” means “Good 
How many Books: are called 
Gospels? The Lord Jesus is so wonder- 
ful that God used four different men to 
tell about His life, death, and resurrec- 
tion. To each of them God gave the job 
of presenting Christ in a different way. 
Matthew presents Him as King of the 
Jews. Mark presents Him as God’s per- 
fect servant. Luke shows Him the per- 
fect man, full of love and compassion for 
the lowly. John presents Him as the 
Son of God. If you remember in which 
aspect each Gospel presents Christ, it 
will sometimes help you decide where 
to look for a certain story or verse. See 
if you can use this knowledge today. In 
which Gospel would you look for the 
story of the lowly shepherds coming to 
see the babe? In which would you ex- 
pect to find the story of the Wise Men 
looking for one born King of the Jews? 
In which would you look for the verse, 
“In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 


Mary will tell us , 
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Lesson for December 19 


was God”? In which would you ex- 
pect to find just a simple statement of 
who He is? ; 

Now let us have our flannelgraph les- 
son from Verna and Dorene. Thank you, 
girls. That was well done. Will you 
give that for the Junior Christian En- 
deavor tonight? 

Turn to Matthew 2:1-12, Instead of 
reading these verses in unison, I will ask 
Gloria to act as reader for this passage. 
Lillian, Joyce, and Bernice will read the 
part of the Wise Men. Mary, Helen, and 
Donna may read the part of the chief 
priests and scribes. Gladys can read the 
words of King Herod. When the reader 
comes to the words of the Wise Men, 
the chief priests, and scribes, and also 
those of, Herod, she will pause and let 
the others fill in their parts. Did that 
make the story seem more real to you? 

See how much you can find out about 
Christ from Mark 1:1-11 while I read 
it aloud. (He is the Son of God, greater 
than the great preacher John, and well- 
pleasing to God.) 

Now let us read Luke 2:1-15 in parts. 
Joyce and Gladys may act as readers. 
Lillian, you take the part of the angel 
speaker. Mary, Helen, and Donna join 
in the angel chorus. Dorene and Verna 
may take the part of the shepherds, 

I heard Dr. Arthur I. Brown preach on 
“The Greatest Sermon Ever Preached.” 
Where did he find that greatest sermon? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


In Luke 24:27. The Lord Jesus talked 
to the two disciples on the Emmaus road 
and. “expounded unto them in all the 
scriptures the things concerning himself.” 
That shows us that all the Scriptures point 
to Christ. Dr. Brown’s sermon was ex- 
cellent, one of the finest I have ever 
heard, and yet I am sure it was only a 
shadow compared to what those two dis- 
ciples heard that first Easter morning. 
Some day you and I will hear the blessed 
Lord explain to us the things in the 
Scriptures concerning Himself. 
Sometimes people talk as if Chris- 
tianity was only one of a number of 
religions, and as if all had good points 
and there is not much to choose between 
them. Such people have missed the 
whole point.of Christianity. Dr. Griffith 
has well said that “Christianity is 
Christ.” Christianity is the only re- 
ligion of the world that offers “good 
news.” “We have a Saviour. We may 
know that our sins are forgiven. We 
may be quite sure that we will go to 
Heaven when we die. We may know.the 
Lord even now, and become better and 
better acquainted with Him each day. 
We will find Him an unfailing Friend 
as well as a wonderful Saviour. No 
other religion offers to put all its ad- 
herent8 into touch with its founder. If 
a Mohammedan has difficulty under- 
standing the Koran, he cannot ask Mo- 
hammed to make it clear to Him. . But 
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» by Davm K. Breep, LL.B., St Louis 
) with a Foreword by 

Rev. Dr. CLrarence Epwarp MACARTNEY 
) 

} 

] 

> 

) 


Sue 


This little book, 90 pages, written 
for Laymen and Lawyers and Min- 
isters, well bound in silk and printed 
on good paper, will be an ideal 
Christmas gift. The purpose is to ree 
examine the trial in the light of the 
Roman and Jewish laws of that era, 
and our laws today. 


Price, $2.50, delivered 


q@HOMAS LAW BOOK COMPANY 
209 N. Third Street St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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Hymn Lovers’ 


MAGAZINE 


j (Formerly Hymn, Writers’ magazine) 
HERE AT LASTI-.A new gospel-music magazine. 
Edited and written by the nation’s yb n 
writers, church musicians and Directors of Sacred 
usic, 









Valuable Features for Music Lovers 
Stories of modern hymn writers. Articles on every 
Phase of church music. News of the latest in religious 
music, Pius several es songs— 
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First six mos. subscrip 1. Mail your $1 bill today. 
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“Che Light Which Shines Too Bright” 


“And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not” (John 1:5) 


“A few days ago,” writes a Hebrew Christian brother in Germany, “we received a food parcel from you. My 


wife and three children received it with 
missionary tour visiting Jewish displaced persons, I could still see the ra 


my family. 


“In these days of distress the light of love shines almost too orate for our dimmed eyes. 


hearts and with visible joy. 


When I returned home from my 
iance and the joy reflected in the faces of 


How bright is the light 


of love which comes from the hearts of believers in the land of America! We greet all Christian friends in the fel- 
lowship of our Lord, who helped to prepare such joy.” 


At this Christmas season and all year round, it is our God-given privilege to bring such joy and light into the 
hearts and lives of men, women, and childrem, who for His sake have suffered more than flesh and blood can en- 


dure. 


potentiality in our hatred-ridden, and sorrow-marred days. 

Will you help us for His sake to bring sustenance to the hungry and weary, tidings of joy to the sorrowful and 
afflicted, and the message of salvation to those yearning for His love? You will honor His nativity best by sending 
your love gifts for His suffering brethren in their hour of testing and trial. ‘ 


It is a precious testimony for the undying and ever active love of our Saviour, a testimcny of the highest 
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asa Constitute the Potential “~-sa . 
World Audience for the Gospel Broadcasts of 


HCJB---World Missionary-at-large 


How often, as» you have listened to the soul-stirring accounts of 
missionaries from Africa, India, China, South America and the remote 
islands of the Pacific, have you wished your tithe could be stretched 
to include them all! 

Radio Station HCJB, “The Voice of the Andes”, is your “mission- 
ary-at-large,” girdling the globe with its 800 gospel broadcasts in 14 
languages every month. Through it, thousands of Christians of every 
denomination are sending, day in, day out, the story of salvation to 
teeming millions throughout the world. 

Our quarterly, “Radio Missionary Log,” will keep you in touch with this thrill- 
ing ministry. No charge. Write for it today. 


“THE VOICE OF THE ANDES” 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y., Dept.§ 
Read "Radio—The New Missionary"— $1.00 per copy 
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FROM HEAVEN’S GLORY 75c 


By Kenneth S. Wuest. Ideal for pastors, Bible teachers and 
others interested in serious Bible study. Centering around 
Philippians 2:1-8, it depicts with scholarly accuracy what 
the first Christmas meant to Christ. Gold-decorated gift 
binding. Cloth. 


CHRISTMAS 
* IN SONG 
for Boys and Girls 


Compiled by Al Smith. Contains 22 songs, both new and 
old, brought within the singing range of boys and girls. 
A book you cannot afford to miss. Large-size print and 
music. Paper. 


Children Love Story Sooks Sy rount Theresa! 


Collections of stories told over the air. 50c each 
CHRISTMAS STORIES. Ten ALIVE! Eight original stories pre- 


splendid stories setting forth the true senting the resurrection truth, the value 
spirit of Christmas. A ine gift book. of prayer and Christian living. 


ANGELS CAME DOWN and MISSIONARY STORIES. aa. 


Other Stories. A brand new collec- venture stories from ten missionary 
tion of ten stories showing the true fields. Fine for promoting missionary 
meaning of the birth of Christ. vision among chihdoen. 
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$ 590 
Moody Press Q) Sutton 











December 4, 1948 


many times I have asked the Lord for 
help in understanding His Word, and 
how wonderfully He has answered ! Peo- 
ple who do not know the Lord Jesus do 
not have the least idea of what they 
are missing. Oh, what Good News we 
have to tell! Are we telling it? 

Last August, Lillian, Rose, Mary, and 
I were at Burrard Bible Camp. We wish 
all you girls could have been there. The 
Consecration Service the last night was 
one of the finest I have ever seen. You 
girls ‘who were there will remember 
what a lot of splendid testimonies were 
given. One of those that still stands 
out in my mind was this: “The Lord 
has been speaking to me tonight that I 
should not go beck to school trying to 
be the most popular girl there, nor even 
to get the best grades in the class, but 
that I should go back to school to tell 
the other students about the Lord Jesus. 
Pray that I may win them for Him.” 
There is no doubt that the Lord had 
spoken to that girl, and I do pray for 
her every time I think of her. But what 
abeut you and me? I believe the Lord 
is speaking to us this morning. We, 
too, know the Good News of the Bible. 
God grant that telling it to others may 
be the greatest aim of our lives. Let us 
each, this week, tell the Good News to at 
least one fellow student, 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Christmas Good Will (Luke 2:8-17) 


RAW horizontally from the left of 

the blackboard two converging lines 
meeting at a point about a third of the 
distance across the board. At the top 
of the blackboard print in large letters 
MESSIAH. Ask the children the mean- 
ing of the word. Also print CHRIST. 
Inside the converging lines write or 
print “He is coming.” As the children 
name some of the prophets who fore- 
told His coming, draw on the converging 
lines small ‘stick figures (a circle for 
head, a line for trunk, two lines for legs, 
one line pointing forward for hand) — 
the children will like to draw them — 
and write over or under each his name 
or abbreviation. The following have 
been referred to in lessons the past year 
(Ezek. 34:23; Dan. 9:25, 26; Mic, 5:2; 
Hag. 2:7; Zech, 9:9; Mal, 3:1). 

It was a long, long wait for His com- 
ing, but at last one night a bright light 
flashed down upon a group of shepherds, 
and their surprised ears heard the angel’s 
words, “I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people” (Luke 
2:10, Memory Verse). As we look at 
this lovely picture of that scene (use 
any available), who will tell that glad 
story? Or would you rather read it as 
the Bible tells it? Now who will draw 
a small angel near the place where the 
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Lesson for December 19 


lines come together on the blackboard? 
(A circle for head, two wings, and ir- 
regular triangle for robe will suffice.) 
Write or print vertically, “He is here.” 
Who did the angel say was here? The 
Saviour. Print SAVIOUR horizontally 
beneath “He is here.” ; 
, The baby grew to be a man. He was 
nailed to the cross. There He died and 
became the Saviour from sin of all who 
would believe in Him— good news for 
all people. After He went back to 
Heaven other men went with the glad 
news, “He has come.” Draw diverging 
lines about another third across the 
board. Print or write between them, “He 
has come.” These men were mission- 
aries. As the children name some, stick 
figures like the prophets may be drawn 
on the diverging lines, but the hands 
point in the opposite direction toward 
the apex. Andrew, Paul, Barnabas, 
Timo:hy may be mentioned. See that 
the figure for Paul is placed at the end 
of the line, as he will come into the dia- 
gram again. If John should be named, 
place him at the end of the other line, 
as he will be used next Sunday. Pre- 
serve the diagram thus far. It may in- 
crease the children’s interest to bring 
the diverging lines together again by 
extending them to a point near the right 
edge of the blackboard, thus making a 
diamond. The children may even guess 
what is coming next time! .If red and 
green chalk are available, use one color 
for the titles of Christ, and the other 
for the summaries of the messages. 
Figures and their names may be in 
whité, which is more easily erased and 
corrected than colored chalk. 

Who can name all the Epistles Paul 
wrote? (Climb the ladder.) What did 
he want his friends to do? (Review the 
last lesson and Memory Verse.) Paul 
was not the only one who wrote mes- 
sages to Christians. There were four 
others, whose names are the titles of 
the General Epistles. Let us find them 
in our Bibles, after Hebrews. If you 
can put Revelation on the end of them 
and say all the Books of the Bible ‘cor- 
rectly by December 25, would it not 
make a nice gift for your Saviour, to 
show Him that you know the parts of 
the Book that from beginning to end 
tells about Him? Next Sunday we will 
have a lesson from that last Book. How 
are you going to help the angel, Paul, 
and all the others. (refer to diagram) 
spread the Good News to all the people 
in this town and even in far-off parts 
of the world? 

Orono, MAINE, 

% 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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8 more ways to say 
“Merry Christmas” 


BIBLE QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
by Wm. Pettingill $3.00 


GOD'S MASTERPIECE 


by Dr, A. 1, Brown $2.50 
PRAYER 
* by John Rice $2.00 
FOOTPRINTS OF GOD ‘ 
by Dr, A. |. Brown $1.50 


CATHEDRAL OF CHRISTIAN TRUTH 


by Wm. G. Coltman $1.50 

1 WILL COME AGAIN 
by Or. A. 1, Brown $1.2§ 
ROMANCE OF WOMEN HYMN 
WRITERS by Pitt $1.00 
THE HOLY SPIRIT OUR HELPER 


by Wm. G, Coltman $1.28; 





















Qe ee 


22 I a i ae 





1094 (18) * 
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best 
WHO was this writer: “His Pen 
was tipped with flame”? 
WHERE was ‘On Christian 
Soldiers” first a. 


Gives the inspiying story ee 
yeaee of brmnee’ BF vi 
Ufa! printing poy mel ly 
Order from your church supply house or write direct 
JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY inc. 
Publishers of ‘‘The Book of Life’’ 
1018 S. Wabash Ave. Dept.ST Chicago 5, illinois 


OF HYMNS. 
"WE LOVE 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
expla: the conditions y Be nad which illus- 


trations are accep from the 
Times for 15 conte re ey for each 
illustration accepted. $2 hoe a bess one. 


Illustrations must ‘reach the 
months in advance of the lesson, ona. should 
not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables. erence is givén to illustrations 
on the —— 2 lesson Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
fimit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


When He Moves In.—There was no 
room for them in the inn (Luke 2:7). 
Some missionaries in India were good 
friends to the Viceroy. Sometimes he 
would come to their district on official 
business to stay a few days, and he 








Tract Distributors, is supported entirely 
by freewill offerings, and is interdenomi- 
national, evangelical, and fundamental. 
We are printing and mailing out. Gospel 
tracts, absolutely free of charge, to all 
who can use them with the main em- 
phasis placed upon the tract needs of 
evangelical, foreign missionaries. We are 
working in 15 different languages, have 
over 1,200 foreign missionaries on our 
order list and thus far have had the joy 





Prayer Warriors Urgently Needed 


This work is known as Evangelical. 


Evangelical Tract Distributors, P.O. Box 146, Edmonton, Alta., Canada 


of sending out over 68,000,000 tracts. We 
are hopelessly swamped with urgent or- 
ders for tracts in native languages from 
evangelical missionaries and are unable 
to meet their tract needs because of a lack 
of funds. We must have more prayer 
and financial support. Without obligat- 
ing yourself in any way, would you 
kindly write us requesting our monthly 
paper, “The Evangelist,” and tracts, if 
you can use them. Address all communi- 
cations to 
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would always visit them and even stay 
with them. When he came, the mis- 
sionaries who had a large house, moved 
out. of it completely, and left it all to 
their guest. The Viceroy moved in, but 
his first act after that was to write them 
an invitation to come back and be his 
guests; and so with us. We must make 
room for the Heavenly Guest. We must 
clear out. Maintain no hold upon any- 
thing. Take it all, dear Heavenly Vis- 


itor. The Master smiles so sweetly. He ~ 


moves in, and then, oh, wonder of won- 
ders, “Come back and be My guest. I 
cannot be happy without you in the 
house. Come in and abide with Me.” 
With eyes that well with tears, hearts 
broken at His kindness and condescend- 
ing love, we move back, not for a brief 
visit for a few days, but forever and 
forever. There is room, dear Lord Jesus, 
for Thee in our inn—From “No Room 
for Him?” by Tom Lambie, M.D., in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


“Happy Birthday.”—And she brought 
forth her firstborn son (Luke 2:7). “On 
Christmas morning my little daughter 
was downstairs opening her packages 
before anyone else was out of bed. To 
my surprise, I heard her singing the 
Happy Birthday song. ‘Happy Birthday 
on Christmas morning’? I thought that 


she, aware of festivity in the air, was 


confused as to the occasion. But as she 
sang on, I realized that it was I who had 
been confused. ‘Happy Birthday, dear 
Jesus,’ the little voice caroled, ‘Happy 
Birthday to You.’”—From the Reader’s 


Digest. Sent by Nelson A, Jackson, 
Keuka Park, N. Y. 

“Lighting Up.”—Shepherds .. . Fear not 
(Luke 2:8, 10). A little boy who was 


telling the Christmas story to his mother, 
as he told of the shepherds and the angel 
of the Lord and the heavenly glory that 
shone round about them, said, “The 
shepherds were very much afraid, but 
the angel said to them, ‘Don’t be afraid, 
shepherds, they are only lighting up.’” 
So they were—lighting up this world 
of ours with a new light—From the 
Bible Teacher. Sent by Mrs, M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng.; Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng.; and Helen 
Palmer, Wooster, Ohio. 


When the Word Dawned.—Good tid- 
ings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born ...a 
Saviour (Luke 2:10, 11). When Dr. 
Willis R. Hotchkiss went to Central 
Africa, he had great trouble to find a 
word that would explain to them the 
Saviour who died to save them. Over 
two years had passed, but this magic 
word “Saviour” he could not translate 
clearly and adequately. One night he 
was sitting with some of the natives 
around their campfire, when Kikuvi, the 
most intelligent of the natives, began 
to tell about Mr. Krieger, who had been 
attacked by a lion and badly torn, Ki- 





ee ee 


eee ae 


ct hh IT cen 


Dien act 


Aen 





ot teers 











- 


ceo, Zar 


<<. ee sm . be ee th ako wee et 








| 
; 
: 


et ng eee on os 


ee on 


ee ee ed 


“Signe > = 





AP tain te 


+E 


) 
Lesson for December. 19 


kuvi had come to his rescue and had 
driven the lion away. Kikuvi modestly 
said, “Bwana nukuthaniwan na Kikuvi 
[The master was saved by Kikuvi].” 
The missionary leaped for joy. At last 
he had heard the precious word, He im- 
mediately changed the verb from the 
passive to the aciive form, and said, 
“Ukuthania Bwana? [You saved the mas- 
ter?]” This proving correct, the mis- 
sionary said: “Why, Kikuvi; this is the 
word I have been trying to get you to 
tell me these many days, because I 
wanted to tell you Why Jesus, the Son 
of God, came to this earth.” “Oh,” Ki- 
kuvi interrupted, his black face lighting 
up as he turned to the missionary: “I 
see it now. I understand! Jesus came 
to kuthania [save] us from our sins, and 
to deliver us from the hands of Muima 
{Satan.]” The moment the word “Sav- 
iour’” had dawned on his darkened 
vision, all the scattered fragments of 
truth that had been floating through his 
mind became one glorious revelation.— 
From Es‘her D. Hooey, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Ruth E. Dow, 
Orono, Maine. . 


Delivering the Message.—For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord (Luke 
2:11). One day this advertisement ap- 
peared in a newspaper in England, call- 
ing for help: “Boys, 16 and over, to 
run messages— Apply A.R.P. Warden.” 
Derrick Belfall was only fourteen, but 
he felt that he could help. He was 
turned down because of his age. This 
did not stop him; he went back again 
and again until the official passed him 
and gave him the necessary badge. He 
was given the job of delivering mes- 
sages to A.R.P. workers, who could not 


* be reached while on duty except by boys 


on bicycles. After each trip he had to 
report whether or not he had succeeded 
in getting the message through. His 
usual report was, “Derrick Belfall report- 
ing—I’ve delivered the message.” One 
day he was delivering a message during 
a “blitz” and succeeded in getting it 
through. On the way back to report 
he passed a building that had crunibled 
under the explosion of a bomb. The 
workers were busy clearing away the 
debris. Derrick thought that he. could 
help. He heard the cry of a child, and 
worked frantically to clear away. the 
bricks and beams across the cellar door, 
He climbed down and lifted the child 
to safety, but he was not so fortunate. 
Before he could get out, the wall col- 
lapsed and completely buried him. He 
was past all help. When asked if he 
wanted to send word to anyone, he re- 
plied, “Yes, just say, ‘Derrick Belfall re- 
porting —I’ve delivered the message.’” 
We have our orders to deliver a mes- 
sage. The order comes from our own 
Saviour. We are to deliver this great 
message to “all people.”"—From World 
Comrades. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 
Petersburg Va. Prize illustration, 
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Old Fashioned Revival 
Nationwide Gospel Broadcast 


“Regional Networks” and In- 
dependent Stations. Consult 
radio log of local newspapers / 
for stations and times. 


; CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
uP. 0. Bex 123; Les Angeles 53, Calif. 
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~ Through the Bible Study 
= Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
Young P. "sand Missio: Socie 
SS Bible toy Prayer 
Meetings, end Home Study. 

Samples 20c; 4 grades 75c; Set $3.60 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4, Tex. 
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cerned about our children. 


That concern has given way to peace of mind 

since we know that’ at Wheaton College they 
receive sound Christian’ training to prepare ff 
them for difficult days in a difficult world, 


We have seen a lot of * 

life in the last few decades. Our children - will 
probably have even more trying times’ to face. 
But when their training is Christ-centered so that their lives 


will be Christ-centered, then we know that their lives will count for Him. 


Wheaton graduates -go forth as missionaries, 
_ pastors, evangelists, teachers, as professional and business men and 
women. The work of training thém for their service in a worid that needs 
Christ deserves your support, by prayer and by gifts. Wheaton's 
_ immediate need is a Memorial Student Center 


which will provide additional dining halls and 
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For more information concerning 
Wheaton's needs and plans, write 
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PASTOR'S 
INDIVIDUAL 


COMMUNION SET 


Complete outfit for administering the 
Sacrament in the home to the sick or shut-in 


@ Well arranged outfit of convenient size. 
Contains tray of 6 glasses. 
wine flask and bread plate 
with cover in Morocco 
grain leather, plush-lined 
case. No Pastor should 
be without one of 
these handy sefs. 
Price $10.75. 
Name in gold let- 
ters on case, per 
line extra 75c. 














At your dealer. 
Catalog free 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ, INC. 


10 South Wabash, Dept. 16 Chicago 3, Ill. 
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No Turning Back.—Unto you is born 
« « - @ Saviour (Luke 2:11). In that 
most charming book, “The Country 
Child,” we read: “When small Susan 
was in church on Christmas Day, she 
was very happy as she stood on a has- 
sock by her mother’s side singing, ‘Noel! 
Noel!’ She buried her face in her muff 
in ecstasy thinking of the baby Jesus 
in the manger and the singing angels. 
Later in the same day when the church 
was lit up for the evening service, Susan 
saw the picture of the crucified Christ 
in, the window. She thought: But He 
doesn’t know about that yet — He’s only 
just born —a baby a day old. She won- 
dered if she could warn Him —tell Him 
to go back to Heaven quick. This was 
the thought of a little, loving child, but 
we know that no sorrow and suffering 
could turn Him from’ His redeeming 
purpose.” — From Woman’s Magazine. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 
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*‘1 will bless them that bless thee’’ 
The Jew today is the heart of world news. The evidence continues 
to pile up that the “day of Jacob’s trouble” is rapidly approaching. 
The radio is the most effective single means of reaching Jews for 
Christ. Our Message to Israel Broadcasts are now going, out 
regularly over 17 stations covering 22 states. More than 80% of 
all Jews in the U. S. live within clear receiving distance of these 
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The Double Witness 


A Blotter and a Tract each 
carrying the same gospel mes- 
sage. 

Monthly we will publish a 
gospel Blotter with a seasonal 
picture and scripture to apply— 
Also a Tract with an exposition 
of the scripture used. 


The Tract will have space for 
a signed confession—The offer 
of a Free Bible—Also space for 
your personal signature or im- 
print. 


We will return to you promptly 
all signed Tracts carrying your 
signature or imprint for your 
personal follow up. 
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Verily-Verily. /’ the Double Witness! 
Gospel Blotters — Gospel Tracts 


CHRISTMAS SUGGESTION 


The Big Brother Tract Band = Box 888 » Akron 9, Ohio 
A non-profit organization dedicated to witness for the LORD, JESUS CHRIST 


Blotters—ic each Tracts—ic each 
lightweight paper for tract bombs 
Tracts—2c each 
heavier stock for personal distribution 
Join the Verily Verily witness 
$1.00 of more per month 
Any combination of Blotter and Tracts 


Use with or 

replacing your 

CHRISTMAS 
CARDS! 
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Would You?—And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, qnd saying, 
Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men 
(Luke 2:13). 

That Christmas Day, if you were God, 

And that was your Son on that stable sod, 

Wrapped for death with its sin-cursed 

sting, 

Would you have made the angels sing? 

Would you have sent a lovely star 

To guide the Wise Men from afar 

While weaklings did what haters bid? 

Our loving Heavenly- Father did. 


—From Paul Rader. Sent by Mrs. A. E, 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HIS is our Christmas lesson, and our 

Book is “Good News in the Bible.” 
Of course the whole story of salvation 
is Good News, but this Christmas les- 
son is particularly good tidings, because 
that was the angel’s announcement, 
“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord.” 


Do you know that if we did not have 
these few verses in the Bible that tell 
of the birth of’ the Lord Jesus in Beth- 
lehem, we would have no Christmas? 
Most of the world that celebrates Christ- 
mas never thinks about what it means. 
They think of getting and giving gifts, 
of having family parties and big dinners, 
and a great and gay holiday season. 

But we are the ones who have the 
Good News; the world doesn’t have any. 
So we are the ones who must tell this 
story of Good News to those who have 
never heard, 


The angel’s word on that night long 
ago over the hills of Judea brought the 
Good News that Jesus was born. Then 
there was a terrible night when even 
those who had believed on the Lord 
Jesus’ Christ and loved Him gave up 
hope, for they had seen Him die on the 
cross, and some of them had helped bury 
Him in Joseph’s new tomb, and they 
felt that all was over. He was dead. 


But on the first day of the week, very 
early in the morning came another mes- 
sage of Good News, again from an angel: 
“He is not here: for he is risen.” How 
that Good News spread from oné dis- 
ciple to another until they were all re- 
joicing! And then He appeared in their 
midst, coming through locked doors, and 
their joy was full. 

There is only one more Good News 
that can compare with these two, and 
that will be when a shout tells us that 
Jesus is coming back again, and His own 
will be forever with Him. 

There is a strange thing about all 
these words of Good News, they were 


to all people, When Christ was born in, 
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Lesson for December 19 


Bethlehem, He came to be the Saviour 
of the world. When He arose frony the 
dead, He had accomplished salyation for 
all the: world, But the world was not 
willing to believe that He was the Son 
of God when He was bérn in Bethle- 
hem. They were not willing to accept 
the salvation He brought them with His 
death on Calvary’s cross, 


And when the Lord returns in power 
and great glory, the world will not want 
to see Him, they will call on the rocks 
and the mountains to fall on them and 
hide them. But then they will have to 
face Him to be judged, because they 
did not jisten and believe the Good News 
the angels spoke at Bethlehem and at 
the open tomb. 


I hope every child has taken Jesus 
Christ as his cwn Saviour. If there is 
one who has not, do it today, at this 
Good News season, for Christmas is not 
a day of Good News to you unless you 
have Him for’a Saviour. 


This story of Good News runs through 
the whole Bible, from Genesis to Reve- 
lation, telling of the Saviour who is to 
come, through the prophets, then of the 
One who has come, announced by the 
angels. Then the story grows, and we 
see the Saviour who came and died to 
save the world from sin, and who is 
coming again to reign and to rule and to 
judge those who have refused to be- 
lieve in Him. 

This Good News is like a two-sided 
banner which says on one side JOY, 
and on the other side JUDGMENT. To 
the believer, Christ means JOY, but to 
the unbeliever, He means JUDGMENT. 


Be sure you are on the right side. 
FELTON, CALIF, 


ye 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 1087) 


1. He was a physician (Col. 4:14) with a 
scientific mind. 
2, Because until very recently there was 


no corroboration of his historical allusions 
in chapter 2:1-3. - 


3. The believer accepts Holy Scripture as 
the first authority, while the destructive 
critic regards extra-Biblical literature as the 
authority, to which the Bible must conform. 


4. (a) To fulfill the requirem@ts of the 
Roman ‘census; (b) to fulfill the require- 
ments of the Word of God (Mic. 5:2). See 
how God moves empires to fulfill His Word ! 


5. That was his boyhood home, and prob- 
ably his birthplace (see 1 Sam. 16:1ff.). 

6. See 2 Samyel 5:7, 9. 

7. See John 1:11. 


_ 8. Definitely the manger-bed. Every infant 
in Bethlehem would likely be in swaddling 
clothes. Only ohe swaddled infant was be- 
ing cradled in a cattle feed-trough. 


9. No. They were the usual clothing for 
a newborn or very young infant. (A. T. 
Robertson, W. P. White, and Wilbur M. 


Smith, in Tue Sunpay ScHoon Truss, Dec. 
9, 1933.) 


10. It has been realized in the hearts of 
believers all down the years. The Lord’s 


return will bring its universal realization. 
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A Ministry of Preaching, Healing, Teaching 
Where Millions Have Never Heard 


The door is still open for the preaching of 
the Gospel in India and Pakistan, and work 
among the women goes steadily forward. 

Send your Christmas gift 
and write for further information to 
ZENANA BIBLE AND MEDICAL MISSION 
146 Cottingham St., Toronte 5, Ont. 
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say you saw it in THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
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HAVE YOU SEEN “SEARCH?” 


Just the paper your children are 
looking for ! 
Bible Centered 
Puzzle Contests 
Bible Readings, 
Thrilling New Stories 
Bible Questions 
Adventure Story Strip 
Aw Ipeat Curistmas GIFT 
Monthly paper of 10 issues, 45c a year. 
(8 or more copies to one address, 30c each.) 
Order from 
Bible Club Movement, Inc. 
1505 Race Streetb - - <= Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
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18th Edition 
764 Pages 
150 Photos and Maps 
Size 4% x 6% x 1% in. 





Book OF a Lifetime 
«++ FOR a Lifetime 





Hone BI BIC 
andbook 


LOVED ALIKE BY YOUNG AND OLD 


An ABBREVIATED BIBLE COMMENTARY, with Notes on every book 

in the Bible, and Ancient History Side-Lights; also ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
DISCOVERIES which confirm or supplement the Bibles HOW WE GOT THE 
BIBLE, formation of the Canon, Apoc 
Translations, etc.; and AN EPITOME OF CHURCH HISTORY, Early 

Church Fathers, Persecutions, Rise of the Papacy, Luther, and Reformation. 
Nothing published has anything like as much practical Bible information at its 
size, or price. Especially valuable for Sunday School Teachers and Bible Students. 


Read these 


ryphal Books, Ancient Manuscripts, 


Comments 





* CHRISTIAN HERALD: Dr. 
Daniel A. Poling: ‘Most effective 
aid to Bible reading and study I 
have ever known.” Dr. Frank S. book 

ead: “For general background 
Bible information I have seen no 
better book ... scholarly and read- 
able ... with never a dull page.” 
% SUNDAY MAGAZINE (now 
combined with Christian Life): 
“The book of a lifetime. A modern 





7 *T 
% SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES: | best 
“A truly remarkable little 
---a tremendous 
wealth of valuable and perti- 
nent information ...a reser- 
voir of profound Bible 
knowledge ... of amazing 
richness .. . true to the fun- 
damentals of the faith.” 


HE PROTESTANT VOICE: “‘The 
small Biblical commentary in the 
English language . . .” 

* DR. THOMAS 8S. BROCK (Meth- 
odist), Former Professor of Homi- 
letics in Temple University, Phila- 
delphia (now minister of Royal 
Poinciana Chapel, Palm Beach, Fla.): 
“I consider it he most valuable book I 
know for Bible reference work.” 








wonder-book among religious pub- 
lications . . . so honest is its approach and commepel- 
itan its contents, it is received by every evange ical 


Protestant denomination in the country . . . in con- 
servative schools and seminaries from coast to 
coast.” 


* MOODY MONTHLY: “An outstanding amount 
of related material makes this big, little book a real 
compendium for Bible students.’ 

* DR. WILBUR M. SMITH, Author, Peloubet’s 
Select Notes, Professor, Moody Bible Institute: 
“T do not know any single volume which puts so 
much important material in such a small space. 
Especially do I like the impression which the k 
gives of dependability and accuracy.” 





x FORTH Magazine (Episcopalian): 

Amazing is the only word which can 
be used to describe this book ... packed with plainly 
worded data about Biblical contents. . . . It ought to be 
on bookshelves everywhere.” 


* WALTHER LEAGUE MESSENGER (Lutheran): 
“We are happy to recommend it to our readers... Asa 
stimulus to private Bible reading and as a guide to 
group Bible study, it merits wide use in our circles.” 


* DR. F. D. WHITESELL, Northern Baptist Sem- 
inary, Chicago: “I consider it to contain more concise, 
understandable, accurate and pouinent cetesaaten as 
to Biblical contents, archeology, chrono! , geography 
and historical backgrounds than any other book of 
modest price on the market.” 


This Edition is Published only in Cloth Binding. Price, $2 
Order from your bookstore 
H. H. HALLEY Box 774 Chicago 90, Illinois 
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a fine place 


@ TO LIVE... beautiful campus, whole- 


some surroundings, modern buildings. 


@ TO STUDY...consecrated and com- 
petent faculty, Bible-centered curriculum. 


e TO TRAIN specialized courses 
(degree and diploma) for pastors, mis- 
sionaries, evangelists, Bible teachers, 
Gospel musicians, secretaries. 


e TO GROW ... spiritual atmosphere, 
Christian fellowship, supervised program 
of Christian service. 


FORT WAYNE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Accredited Member, Collegiate Group Accrediting 
Association of Bible Institutes and Bible Colleges 


Write for free catalog 
3838 S. Wayne Ave. Fort Wayne 6, Ind. 
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It’s New! It providesCOMPLETE 
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All the information any Sunday 
School needs, with a minimum of 
fuss and expense! 


MAIL COUPON BELOW AT ONCE! 
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SCRIPTURE PRESS RECORD SYSTEM. 
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Children 1 at Home 


A Scrap of Wrapping Paper 
A true story 
By Amelia O. Stott 


“S ARULI, go along to the village 
shop and get me some spices, or 
your father will be cross again and say 
the curry is not tasty.” 

Saruli, a little Indian girl, rose at once 
from her seat on the porch, where she 
had been busy sewing. She belonged to 
an old-fashioned, but well-educated, 
Hindu family, and she was clever and 
eager for every kind of learning. Her 
greatest ambition was to go to a school 
where she could study Western subjects 
and be equal to some of the girls she 
knew who were students at such schools, 
but her parents refused. They were 
strongly opposed to ithe Christian re- 
ligion and were afraid that Saruli might 
be influenced against the Hindu religion. 
One or two of the neighbors’. daughters 
had become converts, and so they were 
determined that their daughter should 
be forbidden to leave home. 

Saruli was terribly disappointed, and 
as she went along the dusty road in the 
burning, sultry afternoon she said to 
herself: 

“How I wish I might learn all the 
foreign knowledge of things like my 
friend Chamba because she seems so 
happy since she became a Jesus believer. 
And now Father has forbidden me even 
to talk to her since she has come home 
for the holidays.” 

Saruli sighed as she trudged along, for 
she was not even allowed to write to 
her friend. 

Arriving at the village shop she bowed 
politely to the old man who sat there 
to serve the customers. Her mother’s 
order was soon given and the merchant 
began chatting as he leisurely wrapped 
up the purchases. 

“Truly,” he remarked, “it is good that 
all the foreign sahibs are gone from our 
country now, but, anyway, they have left 
behind plenty of their paper books. I 
got a lot for nothing, and they are very 
useful for wrapping up my articles; good, 
strong paper it is, and not like the 
flimsy stuff that breaks if you put two 
grains of rice into it. ‘This is able to 
carry anything.” With polite salaams, 
Saruli took up her purchases and left 
the shop. 

The day was very hot, and the little 
girl felt tired with the heat of the early 
-noon, so she paused in a quiet shady spot 
for a few minutes, Suddenly her eyes 
fell on one of the wrapped parcels and 
she saw the words, “to save sinners.” 

Saruli slipped the spices into her hand- 
kerchief so as to read more, and the 
whole verse, “Jesus Christ came into 
the world to save sinners,” was indeed 
a message of good news to -the little girl 
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who had long desired to know more 
about *her friend’s Saviour. She knew 
that she was a sinner, for often she de- 
ceived her mother, told lies, and did lit- 
tle things which some>ow or other she 
felt were not ri$ht. The other day her 
old Granny had given her some money 
to give the priest at the temple, but 
she had managed to keep some of. the 
coins for herself, Oh, yes, Saruli did 
not feel quite happy—and then she 
found: on another piece. of wravping 
paper, “If we confess our sins, he [Jesus 
Christ] is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins.” 

How good it sounded! And as Saruli 
hurried home she kept on repeatifig the 
words over and over to herself. And 
so, slowly but’surely, the entrance of 
God's Word gave her light and life. 

To her surprise she found that a num- 
ber of the neighbors were also receiving 
and reading the words on the merchant’s 
wrapping paper, and some believed their 
message. It was, therefore, an easy mat- 
ter for a traveling Christian evangelist 
to explain their meaning when he hap- 
pened to visit the village. 

The people were ready to listen to him, 
and little Saruli was the most eager per- 
haps of any to receive and confess her 
new faith. 

This, of course, caused a perfect storm 
of persecution in the home, and her 
father and mother told her she must re- 
nounce this foreign religion or be as 
dead to them in.the future. She must 
choose at once, and, unless she obeyed 
them, she would be turned out of her 
home. 

Saruli felt that it was a message direct 
from God which had come to,her so un- 
expectedly, and she must, she simply 
must, obey it. 

No matter what it cost her, Saruli was 
guite determined not to deny her Sav- 
iour, but be loyal to Him even though 
it meant becoming a poor beggar on the 
Indian roads-—~a little homeless, friend- 
less girl whom nobody would own. 

So she made her decision, and soon 
she was suffering cruelly as she wan- 
dered about from village to village, get- 
ting so weak from lack of food that at 
last she could not go a step farther. 

Suddenly she heard a kind voice, and 
it was such@ surprise that Saruli looked 
up to see a young woman bending over 
her. 

Then her sad story was told, for some- 
how this sympathetic friend, who also 
was a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
knew how to help. Saruli poured out 
all her sorrow and distress which were 
almost more than the little girl could 
bear. 

The young widow, whose name was 
Mariamma, took Saruli to her home, and 
together they talked and prayed about 
the little. girl’s future. Mariamma 
knew many Christians, both Indian and 
European, for she was a much loved 
evangelist who, since the death of her 
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husband, gave all her time to going about 
and helping others to find her Saviour. 

She arranged to have Saruli enter a 
mission school, where she, today, is be- 
ing trained for a teacher, and, oh, the 
joy to be among those who loved and 
cared for her with such a wealth of af- 
fection ! 

Sometimes Saruli says: “I feel very 
unworthy to be God’s messenger and 
serve Him, but, if He could use a scrap 
of wrapping paper to enable me and 
others to find salvation, perhaps He can 
even use me some day.” 


WorTHING, Sussex, Enc. 
w 


Is It Near? 


(Continued from page 1080) 


Since we know from the Word of God 
that Israel must exist as a nation, in 
order for God to deal with them after 
the Church is gone, this is significant, 
indeed. Israel is symbolized in the 
Scriptures by a fig tree (Jer, 8:13; 24:1, 
etc.). Our Lord, in speaking of His 
Second Coming, told His disciples: “Now 
learn a parable of the fig tree; When 
his branch is yet tender, and putteth 
forth leaves, ye know that summer is 
nigh: so likewise ye, when ye shall see 
all these things, know that it is near, 
even at the doors” (Matt. 24:32, 33). 
The clear teaching seems to be that one 
of the signs of His near coming will be 
the national revival of Israel, in prep- 
aration for God’s dealings with them, 
culminating in their return to their land, 
and their conversion as a nation. For 
Israel shall again have her land, all of 
it. For “Jerusalem shall be trodden 
down of the Gentiles” only “until the 
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled” (Luke 
21:24). 

What do we see among the Gentile 
nations of the world today? Do we not 
see “upon the earth distress of nations, 
with perplexity; the sea and the waves 
roaring; men’s hearts failing them for 
fear, and for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth”? (Luke 
21:25, 26.) And the United Nations, and 
all other of man’s efforts for peace, sit 
hopelessly impotent. 

What shall be the end of these things? 
For the world: “Then sudden destruc- 
tion cometh upon them, as travail upon 
a woman with child; and they shall not 
escape” (1 Thess, 5:3). Those who are 
saved listen for “a shout . .. the voice 
of the archangel, and... the trump of 
God” (1 Thess, 4:16). 

“The Lord is at hand”! (Phil, 4:5.) 
“Even so, come, Lord Jesus”! (Rev. 
22: 20.) 


In the day of prosperity we need to 
abide in a sense of our dependence on 
God, lest through pride and carelessness 
we fall into. the condemnation of the 
Devil.—H, A, Ironside, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr, 





Sunday, December 19 


1, Let’s Learn Some New Carols 
(Psa. 96; Luke 2:13, 14) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


O THOSE who know the Lord Jesus 
and understand, even imperfectly, 
what His coming to earth as a little 
child so many years ago meant to the 
human race, the Christmas season 
should, indeed, be a time of singing. 
While the Scriptures do not say specifi- 
cally that the angelic hosts, who an- 
nounced the birth of the Lord Jesus to 
the shepherds, sang their words of praise 
and glory, nevertheless the Christian 
world has always looked upon their mes- 
sage, “Glory to*God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men,” 
as having been sung, and the Christian 
Church has been singing songs of praise 
ever since, especially when the story of 
the Saviour’s birth is retold. 
vg 
The Ninety-sixth Psalm, which has 
been chosen for our principal Scripture 
portion for this pre-Christmas Sunday, 
is a call for all God’s creation to sing 
His praise, to bless His name, and to de+ 
clare His glory among the nations of 
the earth. If you have not already 
thought of it, you may wish to use Asa 
Hull’s musical setting of this Psalm. It 
is found in many Gospel song books, 
under the title, “O Sing a New Song to 
the Lord.” 
%& 


The topic for this week suggests that 
we learn some new Christmas carols. 
Many of us will not want to abandon 
entirely some of the beautiful and Scrip- 
tural carols with which we have long 
been familiar. But we can give variety 
to this meeting by becoming acquainted 
with a number of excellent Christmas 
carols that are not commonly used, and 
yet which carry a real Christian Christ- 
mas message set to beautiful and appro- 
priate music. Perhaps some of these 
less familiar carols might be learned be- 
fore the meeting and ‘sung as solos or 
quartets, thus avoiding the necessity of 
taking time for the whole group to learn 
new carols. 

3 vg 

Among the more modern carols may 
be included G. R. Woodward’s, “What 
Star Is This, With Beams So Bright?” 
which he has harmonized from an old 
folk song, using a translation of an old 
Latin hymn. Others are T. Tertius 
Noble’s, “Dost Thou In a Manger Lie?”; 
Peter C. Lutkin’s, “I Weave You a Rhyme 
for Christmas Time”; and Winfred Doug- 


las's, “Good Christian Men, Rejoice,” har- 
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Read OUR HOPE 


“CHOICE OF BIBLE 


LOVERS’ 





“Among all the papers and magazines that come to 
my desk I find OUR HOPE is the most helpful. Each 
number brings refreshment for the spirit, satisfaction 
for the soul, and enlightenment for the mind.” 
Dr. B. B. Sutcliffe, Portland, Oregon, 
Chairman of the Trustee Board, ' 
-' Multnomah School of the Bible. 


Wide Variety of Bible Helps 


For over 50 years, OUR HOPE has given thousands 
a deeper endertonding of the Bible. Packed with 
rich variety. 64 pages each month. Editorials, Cur- 
rent Events in the Light of the Bible, Expositions of 
Bible Books, Questions and Answers, Prophecy, Book 
Reviews, etc. 

Founded by Dr. Arno C. Gaebelein 

Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D., Publisher 

E. Schuyler English, Litt.D., Editor 


Try it and see — 6 months only $1.00 


Our special 6 month get-acquainted offer — only $1.00 
—is your opportunity. Regular an $2.50 a year; 
sample copy 25c. rite TODAY! 


OUR HOPE, Dept. ST, P. 0. Box 146, Waretown, N.J. 





The Magi’s Gift 
A 








with leprosy, the 
simple gift of a 
piece of soap, his 
Christmas gift 
from frie in 
America, makes 
Christmas a 


pretty 
wonderful day 


O MAKE every day a Christ- 

mas Day fog him—and for 
thousands like him afflicted with 
leprosy —is our year-round job. 
He needs so little! Just thirty 
dollars will care for him from this 
Christmas to next. For a whole 
year he will have enough to eat, 
a home with missionaries, medi- 
cine to check the scourge in his 
young body, and the Gospel of 
salvation. 
And so we appeal to you—his 
friends — as you journey with your 
gifts to the manger of the Christ 
child in this joyous season, 

Send Your Gift Today! 





File 8D 
AMERICAN MISSION TO LEPEBS, Inc. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


Dear Friends: I enclose my gift 


ead, in keeping with this joyous 
season Of our Lord’s birth, -« 

Ri cies erchedgieetecueiasadiacan 
ADDRESS 
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SCRIPTURE READING 
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A daily Scripture verse and daily meditation to 
tear off and use for “letter enclosures” to friends. 
Suggested daily Scripture readings for private de- 
votion, calendar for entire year in wall or ten 


le at your bookstore. 
It unable to obtain it there S 1 25 


k style. 


direct. A product 


Gospel Folio Press 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
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monized from an old fourteenth century 
melody. 

Older but infrequently used carols in- 
clude, “How Bright Appears the Morn- 
ing Star,” by Johann Sebastian Bach; 
“OQ Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” adapted 
by Thomas Helmore; “What Child Is 
This, Who, Laid To Rest,” an old Eng- 
lish carol; and “O Glorious Rose Fair 
Blooming,” or, “Lo, How a Rose E’re 
Blooming,” harmonized by Michael 
Praetorius. These and a number of other 
fine carols may be found in a paper- 
bound book, “Selected Hymns and Carols,” 
published by Northwestern University 
School of Music, The Church and Choral 
Music Department, -Evanston, IIl., 40 
cents a copy; two to ten copies, 35 cents 
each; eleven to twenty-five copies, 30 
cents each; twenty-six to one hundred 
copies, 25 cents each; all plus postage. 


vg 


However, in the fullest sense of 
Psalm 96, the “new song,” which be- 
lievers should make knowh to the world, 
is the praise and worship of lives yielded 
completely to the Lord Jesus (vs, 8 and 
9). It was His prayer, during His earthly 
ministry, that His joy might be in the 
hearts of His disciples, and that their 
joy might be full, or complete (John 
15:11; 16:24). Believing in Him, and 
trusting in Him makes that joy possible 
(Rom. 15:13; 1 Pet. 1:8), and it is pro- 
duced in the hearts of all believers as 
the supernatural fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 
5:22, 23). 

And so, at this Christmas season, shall 
we not lift up our hearts in thanks- 
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GET ACQUAINTED WITH OBADIAH AND JONAH 


ae yy F  —— and, the k? 3 WP 


By Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt. D. 


A thorough, vital commentary on these 
frequently neglected Minor Prophets. This 
book helps to close the gap between today 
and the days of the Prophets. . Strengthens 
your faith while the Lord tarries. 150 pages, 


cloth, 


DOWN THROUGH THE AGES 


A story of the King James Bible. 106 pages, cloth, $1.50 
PHILEMON, THE GOSPEL OF EMANCIPATION 
A running, devotional commentary. 48 pages, 


A BRIEF SURVEY OF SCRIPTURE 
An introduction to the study of God’s word. Paper, 15¢ 


Other Books by Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein 


Exploring the Bible 


Important keys to an understanding of the Scriptures. 
Opens God’s plan of the ages. 214 pages, cloth, $2.00 
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$2.00 





Dr. Gaebelein = 
At your religious bookstore or... 2 
222 E. Willow Wheeton, Illinois = 
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giving and praise to God for His love 
gift, the Lord Jesus, and let Him enter 
into every phase of our lives, so that 
they may indeed, by His enabling, be- 
come glorious “hallelujahs” that will tell 
to others the glorious news that the 
Lord is come, and is living in our hearts. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


ve 
Girls’ Problems of Today 


(Continued from page 1085) 


(I am just showing you what I found 
successful with my own as well as with 
other children, fixing their minds on the 
Lord, looking at things from His view- 
point, if one might so speak.) 

Perhaps the question of where babies 
come from may now be answered, but 
I would never tell much at once, never 
give a formal sermon, to a young child; 
also I have been told by many young 
mothers in my classes that they regret- 
ted giving details of sex to their young 
children. I never did this; but the sim- 
ple story of their being given to a 
mother to be taken care of and,to be 
oved is easily understood, as well as told, 
it seems to me. You know that in a 


child’s mind the thing immediately be-— 


fore it occupies the whole attention; 
then his mind soon switches to another 
subject which is also all-absorbing till, in 
its turn, it is replaced. So don’t take too 
seriously every little thing said on any 
subject. With your older girl you will 
soon have to prepare her mind for phys- 
ical changes in herself; but impress on 
her that while this is proper and neces- 
sary and desirable, yet it is confidential 
between herself and yourself, who love 
her so well, who know what is best. 

I hope that you will get and read 
carefully the book mentioned, and pray 
often that you may say the right thing 
in the right way when the matter comes 
up alone with each little girl; and. I 
believe that you will have divine wis- 
dom given you for this most delicate 
duty of motherhood. 


Christmas, 1948, 
in Your Sunday School 


6¢¢f\HRISTMAS PROMISES” is the 
name of the new Christmas Serv- 
ice prepared by Mary Brainerd Smith, 
and now ready for use in your Sunday 
school this year. As in former years 
this service is offered in convenient 
folder form. It has Scripture readings 
and recitations and hymns, set to famil- 
iar tunes, for the various departments 
of the Sunday school, ati on the theme 
of God’s promises of a Saviour. 
“Christmas Promises” may be had at 
25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. Ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th Stréet; Philadelphia 5. 
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Lesson for December 19 


With the New Books 


The Everyday Story Book. By several 
authors. (Rand McNally & Co., Chicago 
5; $2.) It isn’t every day that one finds 
a children’s book that can appropriately 
be called “a thing of beauty” and “a 
joy for ever.” However, this Rand Mc- 
Nally creation is just that. It has been 
illustrated by Signe Ivarson and is artis- 
tically beautiful. Half of the pictures 
are in full-color and half in two-color. 
The book is intended for children from 
two to seven years of age. The cover 
and jacket are in a_ glossy fin- 
ish that will protect against little finger 
marks. The stories are just the kind 
that tiny tots like—about dear little 
boys and girls like themselves; pets 
that are soft, cuddly, and affectionate, 
mothers and daddies who are sweet and 
understanding; and little everyday expe- 
riences that happen to every child and 
that can readily be appreciated by him 

_and will give joy as they are read over 
and over again, 


Happy Hours. By miscellaneous 
authors. (Pickering & Inglis,’ Ltd., Glas- 
gow C2, Scotland. May be had from 
Fleming H. Revell Co., New York 10; 
$2.75.) Stories for big and little boys and 
girls, pages for animal lovers, Bible 
stories and pictures to paint, talks on 
familiar objects, nature studies, things 
to make and do, puzzles and games, 
poetry, and other attractions make up 
this very lovely collection of entertain- 
ing features for little folks and young 
people. The stories that are, not defi- 
nitely Christian are so wholesome and 
interesting and the lessons to be learned 
so Scriptural that the entire influence 
of the book is such that parents may- 
well place it in the hands of their chil- 
dren. There are 155 pages—a veritable 
storehouse of delightful surprises. The 
quality of the contents is well worth the 
price of the book, although the paper 
and binding is another mute evidence 
of England’s straitened circumstances, 
The book is amply illustrated with 
black-and-white drawings, and there are 
four attractive colored pictures to adorn 
its pages. 


Pioneer Girl. The Early Life of Frances 
Willard. By Clata Ingram Judson. (Rand 
McNally & Co., Chicago 5; $1.) Mr. and 
Mrs, Willard and their three children — 
Oliver, Frances, and Mary — pioneered, 
in covered wagons, from Ohio to Wis- 
consin, in 1846. Frances, who was nearly 
seven, regretted only one thing— that 
she was not a boy. She wanted an edu- 
cation; she wanted to see the world; she 
wanted to help people be better; she 
aspired to be somebody worth while, 
Between the ages of seven and eighteen, 
the period covered by “Pioneer Girl,” 
great strides were made by this young 
girl toward her goal, and there was 
every indication that she would achieve 
success. Written in juvenile story-hook 
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style and attractively illustrated, this is 
one of the few authentic biographies 
which will be enthusiastically received 
by young children. They will be pleas- 
antly entertained and profitably in- 
structed regarding a girl who became 
one of America’s greatest women — the 
only woman, in fact, to be honored by 
having a statue in Statuary Hall in the 
United States Capitol. 


Angels Came Down. By Aunt Theresa. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; 50 cents:) 
Eleven Christmas stories for boys and 
girls are told by Aunt Theresa, the suc- 
cessful director of children’s work on 
radio station WMBI of Chicago. They 
are written by various authors who are 
well-known writers of children’s stories. 
Two of these stories are reprinted from 
Tue Sunpay Scuoo. Trmes’ “Children at 
Home” column. Each story is definitely 
Christian and may profitably be used in 
children’s groups especially during the 
Christmas season. The book has sixty- 
four pages and an attractive paper cover. 


Tell Me About Prayer. By Mary Alice 
Jones. (Rand McNally & Co., Chicago 5; 
$2.) Here is a beautiful and inspiring 
book that will be of great worth in every 
home where little children are learning 
how to pray. It not only answers the 
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The Results of a 


Quarter Century 
e IN MISSIONS 


One man in ten enters foreign service 
— many hold strategic positions. Home 
missions claim 25 men. 


e IN CHURCHES 
One man in two serves as a pastor or 
other worker in denominational or in- 
dependent churches. 


e IN EDUCATION 
One man in eight teaches others in 
Bible institutes, Christian colleges, or 
theological seminaries. 


e IN TOTAL INFLUENCE 

Dallas Seminary has helped to train 700 
students. The total influence can be 
measured only in eternity. 


Dallas Looks Forward 


God led in founding Dallas Seminary 
in 1924. God has provided the present 
plant and daily needs. God has given 
the increase. Holding firmly to its 
founding principles, Dallas Seminary 
looks forward in faith to continued 
service under God’s blessing until Jesus 
comes. 


3909 Swiss Ave. 


Dallas Theological Seminary 


Dallas 4, Texas | 








Investigate this Chris- 
tian Plan which enables 
you both to give and re- 


Mail This Coupon Today Without Fail 

American Bible Society, 

450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 

( Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS gg 
entitled “A Gift That Lives?’ 


Build a Better Tomorrow 


hy what you do today! 


for the world-wide distribution of the 


Denomination. 
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ceive at the same time 1 O f eqteee $. 
and entitles you to cer- | rea 
tain tax exemptions. © Name 
Write forthe interesting 1 
illustrated booklet,“A {| Address. 
Gift That Lives?’ ‘ 

{| City 


State. 





What can J do?, everyone asks. You can help make 
this world a better place to live in by facilitating 
the world-wide distribution of the Bible. Simply 
send us your contribution. Or better still, why not 
make your own future more secure by purchasing 
an American Bible Society Annuity Agreement? 
In this way, you not only receive the peace of mind 
which comes from a generous lifetime income, you 
enjoy the untold satisfaction of knowing that your 
money helps spread the Word of God—and so con- 
tributes to the peace of the world. 








,) 
1102 (26) * 





| What 
Will 
| YoU 
Do? 








A HOMELESS, sick child, such as the little 
fellow pictured here, is at your door, 
} pleading for shelter, food, and Christian 
love. He's “one of the least of these...” 
a] Over in China there are numberless 

little ones begging for an opportunity to 

enter the Home of Onesiphorus where 
spiritual and physical needs are met. 
i Our hearts tell us to take in all who 
come. Because the funds available limit 
our ministry, we must often deny what our 
hearts command. 





Through the “adoption” plan, individ- 
vals, families, and groups are invited to 
cooperate in this soul-saving, body-rehabil- 
itating mission. If your heart responds to 
our invitation to share in this work, we 
will gladly send you on request a free 
copy of CHINA HARVESTER and informa- 
tion about the support of a child. 


HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 


¢ G. A. LUNDMARK, President 
’ Dept.15 2811 N. Racine Ave., Chicago 13, Ill. 
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many questions children ask about 
prayer, but it also helps to make prayer 
a very natural and joyful part of the 
c] ild’s daily life, and thus enables the 
cliild to come closer to God for help, for 
forgiveness, for comfort, and for thanks- 
giving. The narrative centers about a 
typical family, the mother, the father, 
and two young children, Mary and 
Bobby. The text is of simple, conversa- 


‘tional quality, the pictures are of fa- 


miliar, homelike ‘scenes, combining to 
make this a book delightful to children, 
and, at the same time, of real value to 
parents. The book measures 8x10 inches, 
has a sturdy cloth binding, and contains 
many lovely, full-page, colored and 
black-and-white drawings. 


Davy Crockett. Hero of the Alamo. 
By Sanford Tousey. (Albert Whitman & 
Co., Chicago 6; $1.50.) This is an authen- 
tic biography of one of .the bravest of 
our early American heroes, Davy Crock- 
ett, whose name recalls two famous 
American slogans—his own, “Be sure 
you’re right. Then GO AHEAD”; and 
the war cry, “Remember the Alamo!” 
Davy died at the Alamo fighting for the 
independence of Texas. Any boy of nine, 
ten, or eleven will be fascinated by the 
story as it presents Davy, the backwoods 
boy, who wore clothes made of home- 
spun, slept on straw-covered planks, and 
learned early to shoot a rifle accurately, 
for his own protection and for food; and 


























P. O. Box 8164 - - 


Thanks to the Help You Gave 


Seethia, who once was a leper, is now happily free of 
all symptoms of the disease as a result of the treat- 
ments received at an |. C. L. M. Clinic where he also 
heard the Gospel preached. Thousands of others need 
similar help. 


Send your Christmas gift for missions to the 


International Christian Leprosy Mission, Inc. 


UNITED STATES 
. Portland 7, Oregon 
CANADA 


’ Care of Fairview Branch, Canadian Bank of Commerce 
Sixth and Granville Streets . - Vancouver, British Columbie 





The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 


H school. Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 





college preparatory high school now 
occupying its own spacious campus. 
Accredited by the North Central Asso- 
ciation and by the University of Illinois. 
Strong four-year courses. Orthodox Christian 

co h hol extra-curricular activi- 


ties. Address the Director, Box T 1248 
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Davy the man, full grown and married 
at eighteen. His life as a pioneer was 
an active, exciting one, fighting both 
Indian and Mexican invaders, and serv- 
ing his country in Washington. He was 
almost fifty when he reached the famed 
Fortress Alamo. The full color and 
black-and-white drawings are excellent, 


and augment the wealth of detail that. 


makes this story of Davy Crockett both 
interesting and instructive. 


Bible Stories for Boys and Girls. By 
Theodore W. Engstrom. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1.95.) 
It is refreshing to find a collection of 
children’s Bible stories that are written 
in really simple language. There are 
seventy here, almost equally divided be- 
tween Old and New Testaments. Bible 
references are given at the head of the 
chapters, and each chapter takes two to 
four pages. All but the last five of the 
New Testament stories follow the Gos- 
pel narratives; four are taken from Acts 
and one from Revelation. It is evident 
that Mr. Engstrom has disciplined him- 
self to write in a way the children can 
understand, and he has closely followed 
the Scriptural records. There are six- 
teen brightly colored pictures, in a some- 
what modern, posterlike style, which 
of course, will interest children. Young 
boys and girls can easily read these 
stories themselves, parents could read 
them aloud on Sunday afternoons, they 
could be used in family worship, and 
they will be useful in guiding Sunday 
school teachers and child evangelism 
workers, 


A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories. By 
Arthur W. Gross. (Concordia Pub. House, 
St. Louis 18; $2.60.) Here is a delightfully 
arranged book of sixty Bible stories illus- 
trated with 156 full-color and black-and- 
white pictures. The stories are accurate 


, records from the Scriptures to the mi- 


nutest details and are written in lan- 
guage that can be read by the child in 
the early reading days and understood 
by the child even before he can read, as 
the stories are read by another. Bible 
stories containing the greater truths of 
God’s Word should be taught to the child 
as soon as the child’s attention can be 
secured. The attractive, colorful illus- 


trations will lend themselves to this, and 


happy and instructive hours are possible 
as these stories are read to the little ones. 
The consistent reading of books such 
as this by little childrén, or to them by 
others, will prepare them for the attacks 
of the Evil One that will come later as 
the godless systems of evolution and 
Modernism are thrust upon them. 


The Little House on Stilts. By Lucia 
Patton. (Albert Whitman & Co., Chi- 
cago 6; $1.50.) Johnny and Judy loved 
nothing better than to ride their little 
donkeys up to Lookout Tower— which 
looked just like a little house on stilts — 
and visit Mr, Lee, the nice fire warden, 
and his lovely wife, Mrs. Lee. The day 
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Lesson for vecember 19 


tmey took some of Mother’s freshly baked 
cookies to Mrs. Lee, they learned that 
even little boys and girls can be Junior 
Forest Rangers by watching for fires. 
What a privilege that would be — to save 
those beautiful pine forests in the Colo- 
rado Rockies from the ravages of fire! 
And that very day, on their way home, 
they discovered a fire in the underbrush ! 
By quick thinking and effective acting 
that fire was brought under control, and 
Johnny and Judy became heroic Junior 
Forest Rangers. The 32-page book is 
profusely and attractively illustrated in 
black and white and in colors, and the 
children will enjoy it, for it is a read- 
it-yourself story. 


Fifty-three More Sunday Talks to Chil- 
dren. By Joseph A. Schofield, Jr. (W. A. 
Wilde Co., Boston 16; $1.50.) A pastor, who 
preaches sermons regularly to children 
in his own church, here offers a collec- 
tion of them that makes good reading 
for children, older young people, and 
even adults. They are bright, fresh, 
witty, and attractive, each putting across 
some worthwhile lesson in a way both 
gripping and entertaining. They are 
often enriched with incidents from liter- 
ature, history, or from the author’s own 
observation or experience. Many are 
linked up with special occasions, such as 
all the special days in the church year, 
patriotic holidays, and so on. Without 
apology, the author makes his messages 
clear on the Gospel and true to the Word 
of God. That this can be done success- 
fully for children, no one can doubt after 
reading the book. It will be found use- 
ful in the home and school, for parents, 
Sunday school teachers and superintend- 
ents, and all who work with children, 


Cloud Across the Sun. By G, Franklin 
Allee. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $1.75.) “There is no 
problem, spiritual or psychological ... 
but has a happy solution to be found 
in complete consecration, an all-encom- 
passing, self-annihilating surrender of 
oneself to God.” So said Pastor Martin, 
and his ,words form the warp of Mr. 
Allee’s story while a number of sturdy 
characters make up the woof, First of 
these was Larry Brentwell, radio sing- 


ing star, who has been told by a special- ' 


ist that he will sing no more, And Larry 
finds only a measure of recovery in the 
Oregon woods. He does find, however, 
a genuine friend in big Jim Rand. Boss 
Sam Reese enters the picture also, 
though not happily at first, since eccen- 
tric Henry Hill is apparently tying up 
both lumber and funds in opposition to 
Sam’s business. Larry, however, learns 
the real truth and several other things, 
one of which is that violinist, Bethel 
Linden, loves him. But, more than all 
else, he discovers, after Sam and big 
Jim have shown the way, that being 
crucified with Christ brings complete 
inner rest, the first he has ever known, 
This mighty theme is fitted over a back- 
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Important Books 


Ecclesiastical Octopus * 
By Ernest Gordon 

The most complete history of the Federal 
Council yet produced from the evangelical 
viewpoint. A must for every Christian who 
wishes to be informed. 

Paperbound, 170 pages - $1.25 

Clothbound - - - 2.00 


Manna in the Morning 


By Charles E. Fuller and J. Elwin Wright 


One of the most popular collections of devo- 
tional readings and poems for every day of the 
year, including contributions from scores of 
eminent evangelical leaders. 


Clothbound, 325 pages - $2.00 


The Story of the Lord Jesus 

Compiled by J. Elwin Wright and 

Elizabeth M. Evans 
The material of the four Gospels has been ar- 
ranged to make one continuous story of Jesus 
from His conception to His resurrection and 
ascension. Weymouth’s translation has been 
used by special permission. The story has been 
divided into daily readings for home or school 
devotions and because it is entirely Scripture it 
is acceptable for use in the schools of most 
states. Special discounts for quantity purchases 
for use in schools. 


Clothbound, 282 pages - $1.50 
Fabrikoid ~- - - 2.00 
Death in the Pot 
By J. Elwin Wright 


An appraisal of the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America. oo 


Paperbound, 56pages - 25cents 


How Modern Is the Federal Council 
By J.JElwin Wright 
Paperbound, 18pages - 15 cents 


Order from 
FELLOWSHIP PRESS 
9 Park St. Boston 8, Mass. 
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High Grade 
Christian Tracts 


Are you in need of tracts for your 
mission, for personal distribution, or 
for the tract-rack in your church? 


Our tracts are thoughtful, direct, 
forceful, well written, thoroughly 
evangelical, and have attractively de- 
signed covers in various colors, giving 
them plenty of eye-appeal. 


We can su the following 4- 
ao ey 70c¢ per Leaded — 

Can You Tell Time? 

How to Pray 

Why | Go to Church 

Not Good Enough for Heaven 

Believe and Live 

No Time! 

If --- 

Need a New Suit? 

Hypocrites in the Church 

Solid Comfort 

One Church! Why Many Denominations? 

Who Is a Christian? 








We also offer the following at 
.00 per hund: 
The Hammer Breaks: The Anvil Stands 
(16 pages) 
Building Sound Homes (12 pages) 


Other tracts available soon 
Send us your order or ask for samples. 


Back to God Hour Tract Committee 


47 Jefferson Ave., S. E., Grand Rapids 2, Mich, 
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Scenes— Figures— Lessons 
Series 
No. 120 Birth and Early Life of Christ 
(3 lessons - over 100 figures - in full 
color) , s ‘s - $2.50 
121 The Wedding Feast at Cana 1.00 
122 The Healing of the Noble- 
man’s Son * P 
123 The Draught of Fishes 
(Combination 121-23 
scenes for $2.50) 
129-1 The Garden of Gethsemane, 1.00 
129-2 The Trial and Crucifixion 1.00 
129-3 The Resurrection-Walk to 
Emmaus ° ° ° 1.00 
(Combination 129-1-2-3 
scenes for $2.50) 
Above figures are black and white outline, 
except series No. 120. 


"100 


Flannelette scenes for any of the above lessons, oui- 
lined in black, available for coloring $1.50 to $2.00— 
or in full color $5.00. Additional overlays, various 
sizes and prices. . 





VISUALIZE the BIBLE STORIES and LESSONS 











8 — Flannelgraph Backgrounds, size 

27%" x 38”, outlined in black for 

Christmas Story with colored figures and 

3 lessons é ‘ - $14.50 

With flannel backgrounds in full color 
$42.00 








Many other scenes and literature. Write for catalog and full description: 


THOMAS PRODUCTS COMPANY, 8490 Lyndon Avenue, Detroit 21, Michigan 
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The MEXICAN INDIAN 
MISSION 


Dr. JAMES G. DALE, Director 


“Holding 
Forth the 
Word of Life” 
to the 
Millions 
of Rural 
Mexico 


“Brethren, 
Pray for Us” 





For further information, write 
BOX 256, STRATFORD, N. J. 
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ground of timber, sluices, saws, and 
dams of modern logging, with its at- 
tendant dangers of fire, log jams, and 
cougar stalking, not to mention the evil 
forces in human hearts. An exceptional 
story with a climax full of surprises for 
everyone, including the reader. 


Florence Nightingale. By Busil Miller. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 


2, Mich., $1.50.) “Cap will get well!” 


cried little Florence, after she had poul- 
ticed and bandaged a collie’s leg. And 
Cap gratefully recovered. Thus began 
a chain of circumstances that made the 
wealthy and cultured (Miss Nightingale 
one of the world’s mos! honored women. 
But the chain was a long one, for the fam- 
ily was horrified that “Flo” should want 
to do anything so menial as nursing. So 
the girl waited, ever studying and prepar- 
ing, until the battlefields of Crimea spur- 
red the government tocall and commission 
her for a work as great as it was varied. 
From that time “The Lady of the Lamp” 
served as superintendent, builder, dis- 
penser, organizer, cook, and general fac- 
totum, until, as she wrote home, nursing 








~~ 





HOW MAY ATOMIC ENERGY AFFECT LOU. “Ti. 


} the light of final judgment according to the Bible? 
This noted Biblical authority, pastor, professor, reveals his con- 
clusions after extensive study of atomic physics, ancient and 
modern philosophies and theories as related to Biblical teachings 


and prophecies,° 
, This book has a profound meaning for all Christianity. iB 4 | 
other books by Dr. Wilbur M. Smith $3.00 hz i] 3 
The Su, turalness of Christ 200K 
; herefore Stand = 
Profitable Bible Study 
> 


Published by W. A. WILDE CO., Boston, Mass. 


— 
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spiritual comfort. 





It Happened 


OVER 1948 YEARS AGO 
On the first Christraas Eve, Jesus Christ was 
born in a manger in a stable in Bethlehem. On 
that night, centuries ago, the cry was echoed, 
“Peace on earth, good will toward men.” 


This Christmas Eve we again pray for peace 
among the nations of the earth, and good will 
among all mén. 


139 CHRISTMAS DAYS HAVE PASSED SINCE THE NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
took up the work of spreading the Word of God among the people of New York City. The needy 
in institutions, the sick in hospitals, the unfortunates in penitentiaries—all are helped by repre- 
sentatives of the New York Bible Society, who distribute Bibles to those who have NEED OF 


You will want to have a share in this work. The New York Bible Society has an an- 
nuity plan that assures you an income for life and makes funds available for carrying on the 
gospel of ‘‘Peace on earth, good will toward men.” A New York Bible Society Annuity is a truly 
Christian Investment. Send for our free descriptive booklet. 


REv. D. J. FANT, General Secretary 
NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 


5 East 48th St. 
New York 17, N. Y. 
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was the least of her tasks. More than 
all, she bombarded the British officials 
until at last they enacted laws that in- 
sured to her soldiers reasonable comfort, 
decent food, and a chance for recovery. 
Home again, Florence found all England 
ready to fall at her feet, but she would 
have none of it. Instead, her later life 
was devoted to the building of hospitals 
for the poor and insane, and to the es- 
tablishment of nursing as a dignified pro- 
fession. It is good to learn that this 
woman’s prodigious labors were accom- 
plished, not in her own strength, but in 
that of Him she loved and served so 
loyally. 


Behind the Veil. By Dan E. L. Patch. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
2, Mich., $1.75.) A. young army chaplain 
returned to his home to find his minister- 
father laid aside with serious illness and 
the church expecting him to take over 
as assistant pastor and probable succes- 
sor. This he was quite willing to do, 
but his experiences in the war had given 
him a passion for reality and made him 
see the necessity for preaching the Gos- 
pel of Christ for sinning men. . The 
worldly, self-satisfied congregation re- 
sented his disturbing messages, and also 
his interest in a reputedly questionable 
character. A clever scheme was hatched 
to slander the young minister and force 
him to resign, and he went out a wan- 
derer across the country, stumblingly 
trying to find God’s will for his life. 
But the Lord did not forsake him. The 
clouds finally broke away, and the sun- 
shine of God’s will dispelled a surpris- 
ing maze of tangled circumstances. 


The Living Word. By Ruth J. Timby. 
(Your Book Store, Raleigh, N. C., cloth, 
$1.50; paper, $1.) Here is a helpful com- 
pilation of choice Scripture verses on 
fundamental and practical Christian 
truths. Forty-five different subjects are 
introduced by the author’s very perti- 
nent remarks interspersed with pithy, 
selected quotations. Then follow the 
selected verses from the Bible which 
set forth the truth concerning, the sub- 
ject at hand. Each verse is given in 
full so that the reader need not interrupt 
himself to turn to the Bible for the com. 
plete thought. The aythor knows what 
she believes and has given a good ex- 
ample of “rightly dividing the word of 
truth.” The point of view is thoroughly 
sound and strictly conservative. Some 
of the truths set forth in the doctrinal 
and prophetic sections are: “The New 
Birth”; “Assurance of Salvation”; “The 
Deity of Christ’; “The Signs of the 
Times”; “The Rapture”; “The Beast and 
the False Prophet”; “The Kingdom.” 
The section on “Practical Christian Liv- 
ing” includes such subjects. as: “Pride”; 
“Training Children”; “Bad Temper”; 
“Living Without Worry”; “Capital Pun- 
ishment.” A valuable little appendix 
under the title, “Counterfeits of Chris- 
tianity” exposes eight present-day “isms.” 
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The book could very well be used as a 
textbook for a Bible class, or as a ready- 
reference or sermon suggester in a 
preacher’s library. Any Christian, 
whether preacher or layman, will profit 
from the reading of it. 


Nearing the End. By William L. Pet- 
tingill. (Van Kampen Press, Chicago 5; 
$1.25.) The Biblical panorama of proph- 
ety relative to the réturn of the Lord 
Jesus Christ is projected upon these 
pages in seven separate pictures. Each 
picture blends with the next to create 
an integrated and composite view of the 
whole subject. This material was first 
published as a series of articles in THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times, early in 1947. 
Beginning with “God’s Present Program” 
on earth, Dr. Pettingill goes on to dis- 
cuss the “Signs of the End of the Age,” 
“The Rapture”; “The Testimony to All 
Nations”; “The Great Tribulation”; 
“Christ’s Coming as King”; “The Mil- 
lennium and Afterward,” and he con- 
cludes with a section of questions and 
answers. All of us need a deeper knowl- 
edge of the Scriptures undergirding pre- 
millennialism, and this little ninety-three 
page book, clearly printed in large type, 
attractive in appearance, and thorough 
and clear in content, gives this informa- 
tion in concrete form. This is a good 
volume to put in any interested person’s 
hands, and to the Christian it brings a 
fresh conviction that we are indeed 
“nearing the end.” 


From Palms to Pines. By Bertha B. 
B. Moore. (Wm. B, Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) The edu- 
cated -young gentleman from Cuba is 
captivated by the young lady at the in- 
formation desk, in the Miami airport. 
Their romance, the experiences in her 
home community in North Carolina, the 
return to Cuba, and the release from 
Catholicism are all very interestingly 


presented. There is a definite Christian 


flavor throughout, and one is not left in 
doubt a§ to the fallacies of Rome and 
the necessity of the new birth. Perhaps 
this statement concerning early morn- 
ing Mass is a little too lenient: “It’s 
early before the worshipers have had 
time even to have evil thoughts, much 
less to commit evil deeds. It’s so they 
may meet the Lord at the beginning of 
the day and be strengthened for all the 
remainder of the day.” We could wish 
that it were so. The story will be inter- 
esting to young people as well as adults, 
and will be a valuable addition to both 
private and church libraries. It is on a 
par with the best which has come from 
the pen of this author. 


Growing Up With Jesus. By A. C. 
Mueller. (Concordia Pub. House, St. 
Louis 18; $2.50.) Believing that a child’s 
training begins at birth, and that parents 
are the child’s most important teachers, 
this “Nursery Manual for Parents and 
Teachers” has been prepared by the 
author for the Board for Parish Educa- 
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HIGHWAYS to the HILLS 


Compiled by Miss Inez M. Kemper 


A book of exquisite verse, attractively bound, nearly 
every poem founded upon a verse from Géd’s Word. A 
truly appropriate gift that honors our precious Lord. 


Price $2 Order from 
LOIZEAUX BROTHERS, Inc. 


19 West 21st Street New York 10, N. Y. 


tion of the Missouri Synod Lutheran 
Church. The Manual is intended pri- 
marily for parents, and provides a com- 
plete program of Christian education for 
the pre-school years. The course can 
also be used in a Sunday school Nursery 
Class for three-year-olds. The book is 
divided into four sections: I.:'The Train- 
ing of Young Children, consisting of 
helpful suggestions to young Christian . 


parents regarding the home and its pro- are 

gram of Christian training; II. Teaching ig i Mi N AT] N A 
the Course—an outline of general 
methods that may be employed by the BIBL £ IN S q | I U It 


parents in the home; III. Special Helps 
for Teaching and Training —an outline 








ll 


cep alee "ies Gass Gonar™ 


Free from alliances with “modernism.” Chartered and 


of the course in twelve units consisting pe Pan York State Regents, granting BRE. and ThB. 
degrees, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical Course 


of fifty-two stories. The purpose and oom ee ed - 
a Entrance requiremen hool graduation. 
development of each story is given and " Guba — 








FULLER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 
“Founded on the Infallible Word’’ 


HAROLD JOHN OCKENGA - - 
CHARLES E. FULLER - - ° ° 


President 


Founder 


with a distinguished evangelical faculty. For information write to: 


Dean GLEASON L. ARCHER, Jr. 


P. O. Box 989 Pasadena 20, California 

















THE PLIGHT OF JEWISH CHRISTIAN CHILDREN 


During my recent visit to Germany I found nothing more 
heartbreaking than the plight of the Hebrew Christian chil- 
dren. In Berlin alone there are 2,000 of these pitiful children 
—all of them half-starved, 1,000 of them threatened with 
tuberculosis. Many of these children have lost their parents 
who were killed in the concentration camps. Some of them 
do not have a single surviving relative. Their condition is 
beyond description. 

The Dutch Government has given us permission to take 
groups of these starved Hebrew Christian children to Holland 
for a three-months’ period of rest, recuperation, and proper 


sary. The cost for the food for this three-month period will 
be $20.00 for each child. 

In addition to the above project we are also building an 
orphan home for Jewish-Christian children near Hamburg. The 
huts for this home have been purchased in Denmark. The 
beds, blankets, and other equipment were purchased in England from surplus army 
stocks. The immediate need is to pay for the food and upkeep of this home, costing 
$10.00 per child. 

In the name of our compassionate Lord, the Christ-Child, we appeal to you at 
this Christmas season for the starving, tubercular Hebrew Christian orphans of 
Germany. They can be rescued before it is too late. We plead for your Christ- 
mas gift early. Our Lord will reward you in accordance with Matthew 25: 40. 


Rev. Jacob Peltz 


$20.00 will pay for 3 months’ recuperation for a starved child. 
$10.00 will support an orphan child for a month. 
$10.00 will pay for a big CARE food package for a starved family in EUROPE. 


A folder of “News Letters from Hebrew Christians in Europe” sent on request. 
Address gifts and communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 
Dept. T 


US.A. 
4919 N. Albany Ave. 
Chicago 25, Illinois 


Canada 
91 Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 


feeding. Some will stay longer than three months when neces- | 
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FREE 


to any Evangelical Chsieten Minister, Sun OREN wi 
oe i Mission, Superintendent, one copy of 
OF HEAVEN” for each family i in his con, ation, 


fo ae he will agree to give a talk on IT ING 
fore distribution. Write, stating number of leaflets 
desired, to 


TITHER wins calitornia 





| Read PROPHELY 


MONTHLY 
for SCRIPTURAL ILLUMINATION 


48 pages monthly, prophetic truths, signs of the 
times, guidance, Bible nuggets. Don't miss is 
important articles and news features. Editors: 
Dr. Keith L. Brooks, Rev. Alan S. Pearce. 

Subscribe Today, 10 Months for « doller bill. Semple 
FREE. Foreign, $1.35 yeor. 


Be a part of the League's world-wide prayer and missionary fellowship. 
Biblical beoks being supplied free to missionaries, needy workers and 
j-isons as God's people provide. 


Write for details of this faith and non-profit work. 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC, 


BOX BB, EAGLE ROCK STATION ¢ LOS ANGELES 41, CALIP, 











For Peace Within 
. $2.00 


By 0. A. Geiseman, M.A., S.T.D. 


About the book: — Selection of the PULPIT 
BOOK CLUB. 


The author knows what alone can calm the anx- 
ious restless heart of man in this turbulent 
troubled age — the message of God’s everlasting 
peace in Christ Jesus, the peace which surpasses 
all understanding. The many illustrations and 
examples contained in these messages are taken 
from actual pastoral experiences of the author. 
The plain vigorous literary style makes this book 
of Gospel sermons inspirational reading for family 
devotions especially during the season of Lent. 


At your bookstore or 


ERNST KAUFMANN, Inc. 


7 Spruce Street, New York 7 
209 S. State Street, Chicago 4 














National BIBLES 









THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


a little prayer for the child to use, which 
clinches the truth of the story; IV. The 
Nursery Department—with adequate 
helps for the organization, program, and 
conduct of Nursery classes in the Sun- 
day school, Every Christian home where 
there are small children should nave the 
help that is given in this very attractive, 
well-written Manual so that the little 
ones may indeed become God-fearing, 
law-abiding, born-again men and women. 


The Spirit-Filled Life. By Stanley 
Howard Frodsham, (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.) 
Undoubtedly most Christians do not 
obey the command of God to be filled 
with the Spirit. Some may not be will- 
ing to pay the price. Others think that 
Scriptural instructions are too compli- 
cated. The author feels that ‘“deep- 
rooted prejudice is one of the causes of 
the appalling spiritual poverty that 
abounds — yes, appalling, when we con- 
sider the treasures within our reach. 
“Whatever the cause for our lives of 
failure this little book should prove help- 
ful. Twelve years ago it went forth 
under another title. The publishers 
suggested to the author this reprint un- 
der the present title. Read and have 
your eyes opened to the abundant pro- 
vision God has made for our pilgrim- 
age. Be led to look away unto Jesus 
that the filthiness of the old life may be 
revealed. We need to wait upon the 
Lord and to claim by faith His victory 
as we feed upon the Word. We need 
constantly to be looking at and claiming 
His promises as we are willing to be led 
of the Spirit. As we read his book, we 
take knowledge of the author that he 
has been with Jesus and has had many 
experiences of His filling. 


With Him All the Way. By Oscar A. 
Anderson. (Augsburg Pub. House, Min- 
neapolis 15; Minn., $2.) A young Luth- 
eran pastor leads his congregation, week 
by week, through the Passion story of 
our Lord. Each of the fifteen chapters 
deals with a significant event during the 
period beginning with the decision to go 
to Jerusalem and ending with the Res- 
urrection. The exposition is an apt com- 
bination of scholarly care and reverent 
devotion. The applications are pointed 
and practical. Every element of the 
Christian Gospel is expounded and with 
proper emphasis. 


Great Missionaries to China. By J. 
Theodore Mueller. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1.50.) 
With a desire that the stories of the 
lives of God’s saints related in this book 
will “induce many to go to far-off 
heathen lands, especially to China,” Dr. 
Mueller has sent forth this “little mes- 
senger of God’s heroes.” The first four 
chapters give facts concerning China — 
its need of Christ, its past history, its 
problems concerning religion, and a 
brief outline showing that rays of Gos- 
pel light had been given to China early 
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Yeed a Poem? 


SPECIAL DAYS—21 pages of Recitations for 


special family and church occasions— 
weddings, anniversaries, farewell of pastors 
and missionaries, harvest festival, and 


others. New, timely, Scriptural ! 
35e —3 for $1.00 
Mrs. Herman Horn, Route 1, Corn, Okla. 





Make Christmas Joys Last 


throughout the year by giving your friends 
THE MISSIONARY BROADCASTER 
(Subscription only $1.50 a year) 
Send your subscription list NOW to 


The Scandinavian Alliance Mission 
2839 W. MeLean Ave., Chicago 47, Ill. 





WILL ANTICHRIST COME BEFORE 
THE RAPTURE? 


A review of the Scriptures applying to this in- 
creasingly important subject appears in the 
November ENSIGN, a monthly prophetic re- 
port. Subscription $1 a year. Sample free. 
Ask for the November ENSIGN. 


THE ENSIGN Dept. 3 Claypool, Ind. 





“Preaching Christ to the Jews” 
HEBREW CHRISTIAN MISSION 
of DETROIT 
Rev. J. C. Thiessen, Supt. 
Box 7, Linwood Station 


Detroit 6 - - - Michigan 


SEW AND SAVE 
Fine Combed Yarn Cotton Piece Goods 


58 cents to 98 cents per yard 
Postpaid 





Write for samples 


Doris-Louise Fabries 
P. 0. Box 342 Morristown, N. J. 





1949 Bible Conferences inflorida 
Jan. 7-16 — Feb. 4-13 — Mar. 4-13 
For Program, Information and Reserva- 

tions Address: 
FAITH MISSION, Box 24, 


CRYSTAL BEACH, PINELLAS CO., 
FLORIDA 





Christian Sanatorium 
WYCKOFF, NEW JERSEY 


has several openings for 


NURSES 
TRAINED ATTENDANTS 
AND DOMESTIC: WORKERS 


Please write to 
DIRECTOR OF NURSES 
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Lesson for December 19 


in the Christian Era. The simple, con- 
cise presentation of these facts will be 
very helpful to those who would lead 
others in a study of this needy field. 
The remaining ten chapters are given 
to biographies of the early Protestant 
missionaries who blazed the trail, and 
laid a solid foundation for those who 
follow in their train. No effort has been 
made by the author to give a complete 
list of hero missionaries to China, but 
the nine rather full accounts given are 
such that the reader is impelled to con- 
sider, at least in his own heart, the 
claims of the unreached millions who 
have not yet heard the Gospel. A mis- 
sion study group, interested in China, 
could do no better than to study this 
little book, 


The Circle of Time. By John MacBeath, 
D.D. (Pickering & Inglis, Ltd., Glasgow, 
C 2, Scotland. May be had from Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., New York 10; $2.62.) 
January, first in the’ circle of months, 
stands as the emblem of life and death, 
with blighting snows and _ crocuses 
peeping through from beneath — time to 
reckon oneself dead indeed unto sin but 
alive unto God. February follows as the 
month of hope; and Christian remem- 
bers forthwith that Hopeful is to com- 
pany him all the way to the Celestial 
City. March comes along with a bluster, 
but through the storm plods a homing 
shepherd carrying in his arms a little 
white lamb. The theme of April’s drama, 
“I do set my bow in the cloud,” reminds 
the believing heart that: 

With mercy and with judgment 
My web of time He wove. 
From May, month of love, one catches 
a new understanding of the God who so 
loved that He gave. 

Thus the author takes each month, 
introduces it with a full-page painting 
in colors, and clothes it with the love- 
liness nature received from her Creator. 
Then he reaches behind the picture and 
draws forth sweet bits of the Bread of 
Life hidden there. Fittingly the book 
is bound in white, 


Thou Preparest a Table. By William 
C. Skeath, (Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville 2, Tenn., $1.) A fine sense of 
the dramatic plus a colorful literary 
style enabled the author to prepare these 
moving meditations upon the Lord’s Sup- 
per. Consecrated imagination has em- 
bellished the Scripture account with 
vivid details in a most effective man- 
ner, producing unusual empathetic re- 
sponse in the reader. But the value of 
the book stops there. The doctrinal im- 
plications are very weak and misleading. 
Jesus died, we are told, that we might 
have this kind of religion: ‘Being sure 
of God. This is the religion Jesus had 

. . and which he died to make possible 
to us all.” He continues later: “At 
the heart of the supper we find this 
thought enshrined—the sacrifice of 
Jesus to be effective in human life must 
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Moody Bible Instituts 


An interdenominational, tuition-free Bible 
school, training men and women for all 
types of Christian service, Seven courses, 
Write for details Dept. $ 1036 | 
153 INSTITUTE PLACE © CHICAGO 10 


Women’s Christian Medical College 


Training young indian women to become 
doctors, nurses, dispensers, mid-wives 









In a changing India we need prayerful support for 
this sound, evangelical college and hospital, now 
facing a real crisis. Also support for our doctor 
missionary. Send your gifts to: 


Miss Lucy Powel R. D. 3, Norristown, Pa. 

















If Christ Had Not Come! 


NO CHURCHES! NO SUNDAY SCHOOLS! 
NO CHRISTMAS BELLS! NO WREATHS OF HOLLY! 
NO HAPPY, BORN-AGAIN MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN! 
NO JOYOUS VOICES SINGING — 


**O COME LET US ADORE HIM, CHRIST, THE LORD!” 
But hear this — 


Christ Has Not Yet Come 
To hundreds of villages and homes in 
CONGO! 
They are waiting — waiting — WAITING! 
Waiting the GOSPEL and the SAVIOUR! 
Please — Put Christ’s work on your Christmas list this year. 


“The Unevangelized “Jribes Mission, Tne. 


600 Witherspoon Building Philadelphia 7, Pa. 











Cieation 


Through 





Not only Graded—but — CLOSELY GRADED 





Through Lessons Prepared for Each Age Level 


* CHRIST CENTERED 

* MODERN IN METHODS 

* ALL BIBLE and ALL OF THE BIBLE 
* SCIENTIFIC 


*x NOT DATED 
The purpose of this fine Sunday School lesson series is to present the Gospel of Christ 
to each grade level and give a comprehensive knowledge of the Bible. 


There is no waste of material because lessons are not dated. Use \ 
left-over books next year with a new class. pc ationd! 










HENRIETTA C. MEARS 
+ Editor- 
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BIBLE BASIS OF MISSIONS 


By Robert H. Glover, M.D. 
208 pages, cloth $1.75. A great missionary 
urge as this age is closing. 
Bibles - Books - Greeting Cards - Tracts 
Wholesale and retail—mail orders 
Spanish Christian Literature 


Our Latin American ministry for 45 years has 
been maintained by prayer, gifts, and bequests. 
Write for free leaflet, “The Case of the 
Surprised Missionary.” 


BIBLE HOUSE OF LOS ANGELES 
927 S. Westmoreland Ave. Los Angeles 6, Calif. 











EUROPEAN 
EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE 


JAMES A. STEWART, General Director 
“NOT ONE SINGLE BIBLE” 


“Not one single Bible to be bought,” 
is the most common phrase among 
the Christians in Germany. The 
E. E. C. is undertaking to furnish 
20,000 Bibles for Gospel work in Ger- 
many during the coming months. 
Will you pray that this may be ac- 
complished? 


1179 Delaware Ave., Buffalo 9, N. Y. 


- 
14 Gift “hat Lives 
INSPIRING 
DEVOTIONAL 

BOOKS 


Sweet Singer OF ISRAEL 

















Devotional thoughts, 
heretofore unpublished 
poems, and a memoir of 
Max |. Reich, sweet- 
spirited. philosopher and 
poet of Israel. Cloth. 


$2.00 
Place of Springs 


A well-balanced collec- 
tion of 54 deeply spiritual 
poems by Barbara C. 
Ryberg, expressing feel- 
ings experienced by all 
believers. Cloth. 

S 591 $1.00 








From your bookstore, or order direct from 
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be appropriated by each individual wor- 
shipper if it is to be efficacious to sal- 
vation.” How is this done, you ask? 
Why, “when Paul said, ‘If meat make 
my brother to offend, I will eat no meat 
. . . » he was appropriating Christ’s 
body. For Paul meant, ‘I am part of 
the body of Christ. Gladly will I per- 
mit my body to be broken that my 
brethren may be saved.’ What else is 
this than a Calvary of example which we 
are to follow, and sacrificial love which 
we are to emulate?” 


Also we are told: “Aims and purposes 
[of Jesus’ life] are to be reproduced 
in the life that has real fellowship with 
Him.” These aims are three: (1) to 
show men they can live in such a way 
as to sustain right relationship with a 
Father God; (2) to transform sick so- 
ciety into a true brotherhood; (3) to 
spread this good news to all the world. 
What do we do to accomplish this? 
“Nothing more than turn our eyes up- 
ward to Jesus and follow the pattern of 
His life while abiding in His spirit.” 


Family Affairs. By Harold B. Kildahl, 
Jr. (Augsburg Pub. House, Minneapolis 
15; paper, 75 cents.) A great deal of 
research is represented in this array of 
facts regarding many phases of home and 
family life from the earliest times. He- 
brew and Roman marriage customs are 
briefly referred to, and also many of the 
teachings of the Lord Jesus and the 
Apostle Paul on these matters are men- 
tioned. A study of family life during 
the period of the Renaissance is followed 
by a discussion of the Puritan and 
Quaker influences in America. Chapters 
on the “Arrested Family” and _ the 
“Broken Family” deal with well-known 
social problems. The views throughout 
are soundly evangelical and distinctively 
Lutheran. 


Personal Religion. By Herbert C. Alle- 
man, D.D., LL.D. (Muhlenberg Press, 
Philadelphia 7; $1.75.) When one seeks 
to invade the sanctuary of another’s 
innermost being, he must have the voice 
of authority and also the voice of ex- 
perience. In presenting these twenty- 
four talks, given first to the students of 
Gettysburg College, Dr. Alleman shows 
that he meets both of these requirements. 
Undoubtedly he believes thai the Bible 
is the Word of God, and from early 
childhood he has had the experience of 
Christ as his Saviour. As he looks 
within at the processes of another’s be- 
ing, he sees the two natures of the Chris- 
tian, his faith, his prayer life, his con- 
victions, and his temptations. His are 
the musings of a Christian philosopher 
who takes the Bible as his guide. His 
many illustrations are short but felling, 
and taken from a lifetime of reading 
and observation. Some will object to 
the title of his book, but by “religion” 
Dr. Alleman means’ Christianity. The 
statement on page 34, “God is the Father, 
His Father, and all men’s Father,” may 
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also electrics. Discount, missionaries, 
churches, write: ORGAN SHOP, 3117 Harri- 
son, Canton, Ohio. 
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Cloth Bound 60% Postpaid 
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The Southern 
Messianic Witness to Israel 
(With a million Jews as its field) 


Headquarters: 


Chattanooga 1, Tenn. P. O. Box 587 











On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what to buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 























Chrisimas Suggestion x k * 


For your pastor, missionary friends, theological 
students, or other Christian workers. 


MODERN HOMILETICAL GUIDE 


It’s that appropriate and useful kind of gift 
he'll be sure to like, for it is a guide for per- 
manent indexing and filing of sermon notes 
and other homiletical material for instant ref- 
erence in an orderly, compact, and portable 
loose leaf note book with full explanatory 
notes and directions for use. 


For trial order or information, write to 


Russian Correspondence Bible School, Ine. 
4542 W. Wrightwood T.. Chicago 39, Ill. 





GIVE THE 


PROPHETIC WORD - 


As a Christmas gift PROPHETIC WORD is 
a new delight, but each month it brings a 
fresh reminder of the giver. It is full of 
rich spiritual food, profitable prophetical 
studies, timely topics, daily devotional read- 
ings, and practical suggestions. Its monthly 
prayer article and prayer guide have in- 
creased the fruitfulness of many. Editor: 
Rev. G. P. Raud, President of American 
Seminary of the Bible. 


Mail your subscriptions today. $1 a year. 
The PROPHETIC WORD, 1101 East 35th St., 
Brooklyn 10, N. Y¥; 32 Roxborough St. E., 
Toronto 5, Canada. 
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seem to suggest that the author believes 
in the universal fatherhood of God. But 
this may be careless rather than inten- 
tional, for, on page 51, in speaking of 
how Jesus Christ created the Church, 
he says, “He simply lifted His followers 
to the high plane of children of God.” 
The volume will enable the Christian to 
see from an unusual angle the possibil- 
ities of victory. It ends with the note 
of triumph in the resurrected Christ as 
he says, “He is here. It is enough.” 


Whirlwinds of God. By Robert G. Lee. 
(Zondervan Pub, House, Grand Rapids 
2, Mich., $1.50.) One of the finest orators 
of the present-day American pulpit 
writes these pages. His written style is 
invigorating and inspiring and equals his 
superb preaching. The central theme of 
these pages is Christ and His Gospel. 
There are five messages: “The Whirl- 
winds of God” (Nah, 1:3), in which we 
see that the farewells to friends and 
loved ones will be changed to greetings 
yonder when God’s whirlwind from 
Heaven bears us home; “The Paths of 
Disappointment” (Eccles, 1:2) are the 
illegitimate indulgences in wisdom, wine, 
wealth, works, women; only in Christ 
is there no disappointment, either on 
our part for Him or on His part for us; 
“Christ, My Only Necessity” (Matt. 17: 
8), spoken especially to youth, pleads 
for a decision for Christ which alone 
will put one in the’ game of life for God 
and make earth the threshold of Heaven; 
“The Treasure of Darkness” (Isa. 45:3; 
Job 12:22), tells us that out of the dark- 
ness of life’s tragedies one can see the 
light of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ; and “It Is Finished” (John 
19:30) shows that the way to God is an 
open way because the Son of God on the 
cross brought man and God together. His 
death re¢onciled us to God. 


Blue Fairy Book; Red Fairy Book; 
Green Fairy Book; Yellow Fairy Book 
(four separate volumes), Collected and 
Edited by Andrew Lang. (Longmans, 
Green & Co., New York 3; $2 each.) Who 
has not thrilled in childhood to the magic 
of never-never-land, where princes and 
princesses and fairy godmothers vie with 
gnomes and giants and witches and elves 
and dragons in situations, the very im- 
possibility of which captures interest 
and drives home lessons of the ultimate 
triumph of right and kindness over 
might and cruelty? Andrew Lang, often 
referred to as “editor-in-chief to the 
British nation,” will probably be remem- 
bered longer as the translator and edi- 
tor of mahy of the best folklore and 
fairy stories. Lang was noted for his 
simple and clear style and his excellent 
English. He drew from French, German, 
and Norwegian tales, as well as from the 
Chinese, the Spanish, and the Russian. 
Many of the original tales are far older 
than printing. 

These four volumes, originally issued 
as a series beginning with the year 1889, 
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An ldeal Christmas Gift... 





THE NEW TESTAMENT 
IN MODERN ENGLISH 


By Helen Barrett Montgomery 
A: beautiful translation presented in fresh, 


sparkling everyday language. Considered 
by a great many to be the finest of modern 
translations. It is preferred for its spiritual 
insight, literary clarity, and rare scholar- 
ship. A gift you'll be proud to give, for jt 
is sure to be one that will be treasured for 
a long time to come. 

Durable, Kerafol Edition . $2.00 


Black Leather, gold edges, gift box, $3.50 
Ask at Your Booksellers, or Write 


THE JUDSON PRESS 


170t-03 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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For 1949 
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13 Lovely 
Full-color 
Bible Pictures 


* 


Daily 
Scripture 
Texts 


bs ai 





Beautiful full-color Bible pictures for 
each month and Scripture text for every 
day. Lovely new Woodward masterpiece, 
“The Nativity,” on the cover. A power 
for good that should be in every home. 
Appreciated Christmas remembrance. 8/4 
x 144% inches. Twenty-seventh annual edi- 
tion. Price, single copy, 35c.; three for 
$1.00: twelve for $3.50. Other quantity 
prices available for resale among friends 
or fellow workers. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


20 E. Central Parkway Cincinnati 10, Ohio 












to "God s Word 


Send Pocket Testaments Where You Can’t Go 


IF you believe that God’s Word is LIVING and POWERFUL— 
IF you believe that world evangelization is the most urgent task 
of the Church of Jesus Christ— 
IF you desire to help personally in that task— 
here are two effective ways in which you may share in this great enterprise: 
1, Order a supply of Pocket Testaments to distribute personally. 
2. Send a gift to enable us to distribute FREE Testaments and 
Gospels in your behalf. Every week brings requests from groups 
worth helping. We can supply their needs with your help. 


Have you seen our Quarterly bulletia? It is yours free for the asking. 








& POCHET TESTAME NT LEAGUE sconoatd 


sania HEADQUARTERS, /56 FIFTH AVENUE , NEW YORK /0,N.¥ 
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TRAINED AND EXPERIENCED 
MINISTER wishes to give guidance to those 


seeking a foundation knowledge of the Word of 
God. Two years course covering all the Books of 
the Bible. Evangelical, Non-Sectarian, Non-Profit- 
making. Write 


REY. C. E. ROCKINGHAM, 101 High St., South Paris, Me. 











American Seminary of the Bible 
The Bible and Prayer at the Center 
Three-year theological course for pas- 
tors, evangelists, Bible teachers, and 
other Christian workers. Soul-winning 
among Greater New York’s 12,000,000 non- 
Protestants. Room and board in exchange 
for practical assignments. No charge for 

tuition. Write for catalogue. 


Rev. Thomas MacDonald, General Secretary 





1101 East 35th Street, Brooklyn 10, N. Y¥. 
y 











When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in the Times. 








FLORIDA 
WINTER BIBLE CONFERENCE 


in the lovely new auditorium of 


Gospel Center in St. Petersburg 
EDWARD DREW, Pastor (f rly of Pat NJ.) 





Speakers 
Gavin Hamilton Jan. 2 to 16 
A. H. Stewart Jan. 23 to Feb. 6 
Dr. Herbert Lockyer Feb. 13 to 27 


Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer March 6 to 20 


GOSPEL CENTER 
425 Fifth Ave., N. St. Petersburg, Fila. 














“Feed Wty Sheep" 


Come Over Into Chicago 


Insistent calls have come to us to 
send full-time workers into Chicago, 
Philadelphia, Chattanooga, and 
Indianapolis, and to expand our 
work in New York, 

Our missionaries are now laboring 
fruitfully in New York, Brooklyn, 
Los Angeles, Seattle, Tucson and 
Phoenix, Santa Monica and Venice, 
and in Mexico. The Lord has 
gloriously met these needs. We be- 
lieve He is calling us to widen our 
search for the ‘‘lost sheep of the 
house of Israel,’’ and will enable us 
to meet these new calls. 

Pray for the Jews, daily. And pray 
for us, earnestly and unceasingly. 

Harry A. Ironside, Chairman of the Board 





Hyman J. Appelman, President 





Write 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 


FOR JEWISH EVANGELISM 


Qept. S Incorporated 
WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 
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are now beautifully reprinted, and are 
illustrated by -well-known artists, both 
in color and black and’ white. They con- 
tain respectively thirty-three, twenty- 
nine, thirty-seven, and_ thirty-nine 
stories. Here are such tales as “Little 
Red Riding Hood,” “Sleeping Beauty,” 
“Rumpelstiltzkin,” “Pretty Goldilocks,” 
“Hansel and Gretel,” “Jack, the Giant 
Killer,” “Cinderelia,” “The Enchanted 
Pig,” “The Three Dwarfs,” “The. Pied 
Piper,” “Heart of Ice,’ “The Three Bears,” 
“The Three Little Pigs,” and many others 
dear to the heart of childhood —a veri- 
table treasure trove of fairy lore. 


Set a Watchman. By F. Christopher 
Maddox, M.A, (Inter-Varsity Fellowship, 
39 Bedford Square, W.C..1, London, Eng. 
May be had from Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship, 64 W. Randolph St., Chicago 
1, paper, 75 cents.) Missionary volun- 
teers, home secretaries, and prayer sup- 
porters will all find this book useful. Its 
purpose is to stimulate prayer and provide 
up-to-date information about all the mis- 
sion fields of the world. The title comes 
from its key text, “For thus hath the 
Lord said unto me, Go, set a watchman; 
let him declare what he seeth” (Isa. 21: 
9 The Introduction and first chapter 

n “The Home Base” set forth the need 
and general subjects for prayer. Eleven 
chapters, or the main * portion of the 
book, give information on the various 
fields of the world, such as Europe, Af- 
rica, the Jews, and other great conti- 
nents and countries. The two conclud- 
ing chapters tell of “The Circulation 
of the Scriptures” and “The Student 
World.” For example, in the chapter 
on Africa, inéluding its many large 
areas, figures are given to show the 
population, number of missionaries, and 
the number of baptized Christians. Lin- 
guistic problems and opportunities as 
well as the unfinished task are discussed. 
Brief summaries of heathens religions 
will be found very useful for reference, 
Undoubtedly the author has been care- 
ful to secure the latest figures from 
reliable sources. for his statistics, but 
some thoughtful readers will wish that 
either in footnotes or a bibliography 
of two or three pages more dates and 
sources had been given. The author has 
named some American missionary soci- 
eties, but has omitted others which are 
doing a good and extensive work, per- 
haps through lack of information or 
space. Obviously it would be impos- 
sible in a book of 128 pages even to 
mention most of the sound and well- 
established British and American soci- 


- eties. His chapters on the distribution 
of Scripture and the student world are. 


well written, well documented, and show 
the opportunities and needs. This is a 
valuable handbook for all mission secre- 
taries, workers of the Student Foreign 
Missions Fellowship and the Inter-Var- 
sity Christian Fellowship, as well as for 
reference libraries in editorial offices, 
Bible institutes, and Christian colleges, 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


- December 13 to 19 
Mon.—Matthew 1:18-25. The Birth of Jesus. 


Prayer Succestions: “Now the birth 
of Jesus Christ was on this wise.” The 
advent of the Lord of Glory among men 
was attended by numerous, predicted, 
God-glorifying circumstances. And _ it 
could never be conceived of by the mind 


of man that God could appear in the~ 


form of man for our atonement and re- 
demption. This fact constitutes one of 
the main proofs of the divine origin of 
the Scriptures. No man in God’s uni- 
verse can present a better way than the 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus. Pray 
for a great work of the Spirit in your 
own community. 


Tues.—Matthew 2:1-6. 


“Now When Jesus Was Born in Bethlehem.” | 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem.” Here again we find an- 
other strong proof of the divine inspira- 
tign of the prophets. How could they 
know centuries before that there would 
be a Bethlehem, a virgin so honored of 
God, and the sex and service, the honor 
and glory of such a person predicted? 
Only God, who inhabits eternity, could 
reveal such events in advance. Ful- 
filled prophecy is a difficult hurdle for 
infidels. Pray for the conversion of 
notable sinners so that God may have 
greater glory in our day of doubt. 


Wed.—Matthew 2:7-12. ~ 


Herod and the Wise Men. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Warned of God 
in a dream that they should not return 
to Herod.” This seems to be a most diffi- 
cult text. God seems to take the course 
that ended in the slaughter of the inno- 
cents: but it is only so in appearance. 
He caught blood-thirsty Herod in his 
cruel craftiness. He still baffles and out- 
wits the wicked of this world. The mar- 
tyred babes of Bethlehem are with the 
“holy child Jesus” in Glory. Hatred of 
the Lord Jesus Christ flares up often in 
this world, and we can look for more of 
it as the age comes to its close. Pray 
for a stronger, Spirit-attended ministry 
of God’s Word in your community. 


Thurs.—Mark 1:1-11. 
“The Beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “As it is written 
in the prophets.” Christ, long looked for 
by the prophets, was the first preacher 
of the Gospel. And so, in the person 
from Heaven, intimated by them, the 
Good News of salvation broke upon the 
ears of perishing man. All ideas of the 
Gospel presented in the Epistles meet 
in the Gospel first preached by Christ. 
By it let us test dur concept of the word 
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paradise or perdition? Pray for all who 
do not know the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour. 


Sun.—Isaiah 9:2-7. “Prince of Peace.” 
PraYeR SuccesTions: “His name shall 
be called ... Prince of Peace.” All the 
titles of Christ reflect His divine glory, 
and these glories are revealed in times 
appointed. This is not the hour for the 
Prince of Peace to bririg in His King- 


* (35) 














GIVE A BIBLE | 


@ The most appropriate gift for 
family or friends. 

@ Wide selection in variety and 
price. 

@ Visit our Religious Section, 4th 
floor. Elevator service 

@ Many attractive books suitable 
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dom of peace. For that day let us pray, for gifts, 


Associate Editor 




















saying, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” - - 

Joun W. Lang, JR. Pray for more diligence in fulfilling the bate * 4 phone for list of j 
Correspondence Editor: Emity D. Smita work God has assigned to you. SE 
Contributing Editors: JosepH P. FREE, = Phone: WAlnut 2-1167 
- Ph.D., Archaeology;: ErNestT GORDON, — 





Survey, editorials, and reviews. 


- Advertising brings new things te the 
Advertising Manager: Rosert H. BLloom 


reader’s attention and teaches him how 

to use them. You will find in the 

weekly ‘advertising columns of The 

Sunday School Times many helpful 

hints that may save you hours of time 
and trouble. 


Leary’s Book Store 


Largest Old Book Store in America 


9th Street below Market pont outiee 
Hours 9:30 to 5:30 Weds. ‘til 9 P. M. 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 








Former President 
Pump E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
“H. Cray TRUMBULL, 1875-1903 
Cuartes G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times: $2.50 per year; 
five years, $10; five or more copies to 


same or separate addresses, $2 each. An Eporhal Ar anemir Aduvanre - 


Canada: add 25 cents per year; foreign: I 
































oid WO cotta per peer: OCATED but eight miles from Rochester, New York, a large 
The Sunday School Times Co. proportion of the students at RoBerts have earned part or all of 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. their expenses by part-time work in the splendid industries of that leading 
industrial and intellectual center. Their work records have commended 
them most highly. Recently, however, employers have confessed their 
: inability to adjust their production plans to the part-time schedules of 

the power of God unto salvation. Pray es 


for all preachers. They have a tremen- the students. 


® 
dous work to do for souls, and heavy : : 
responsibility, Commencing with the present year, therefore, ROBERTS JUNIOR COLLEGE 


has adopted the following plan, which is satisfactory to the industries, and has 
been successfully pursued in a very few other colleges for several years. It is not, 
therefore, an experiment. 














of salvation He brought, for it alone is 


Fri.—John 1:1-14. 
“In the Beginning Was the Word.” 
| PraYER SuccesTions: “The Word was 
God. The same was in the beginning 
with God.” As children have difficulty 
in grasping the fact that once they did 
not exist except in the thoughts of their 4 
parents, so we, too, cannot grasp the fact 
of eternity past and the counsels thereof 
} with our finite minds. But since the 
God of our fathers existed before they, 
we can go back of the creation of man 
to the beginning of all beginnings. Reve- 
| lation and reason teach us to do so, 
Honor Christ as God and you are on the 
true road of eternal life. Pray for a 
deeper appreciation of the deity of 
Christ. ; Some of the outstanding advantages 


) oat nitheadttiens Cie of the plan are as follows: 


“A New Heaven and a New Earth.” 
PRAYER SuaGcEsTions: “I saw a new 
heaven and a new earth.” John’s pre- 
view of God’s new heaven and earth, 
divinely given him for our encdurage- 
ment is something to rejoice over. All 
memories of sin’s ravages and Satan’s 
foul presence will be removed when the 
old earth and heaven are dissolved. The 
great issue is this: Will you share in Xx 


Instead of dividing the usual 35 1. 
weeks of the academic year into two 
semesters, they are taken in five terms 

of seven weeks each; with at least one, 2 
and possibly two terms in some subjects 
available during the summer. 


Thoroughness. “One thing at a 
time,” well-done without distrac- 
tions, in both study and work. 


. Flexibility. A student may enter 
@llege without any handicap, with 
full academic load, at the beginning 
of any seven-week term, January 3, 
February 21, April 18, September 
12, October 31. 


Practicability. A working student 
does not at any time carry more 
than a normal academic load, or 
work more than a usual full-time 
schedule. The academic and health 
hazards of overwork are eliminated. 


Only one major subject is studied 
during each term of the year, and com- 
pleted with the usual final examinations. 

For working students, alternate seven- 3. 
week periods of fulltime employment 

will be arranged. 


For complete details, write at once to the Registrar, Desk (T) 


Education for Character 











JUNIOR COLLEGE 
North Chili, N. Y. 
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She Greatest of All Christmas Messages: 


“‘But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to 
redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons.”’ Galatians 4:4, 5. 


This “three hundred sixty-five days in the year Christmas 
message” is winning a harvest of souls to Christ around the 
world. Christian friends have made possible giving this 
message to more than three million souls during the past 
‘year through Christ-centered, soul-winning Bible studies in 
more than a score of languages. This past week (a typical 
week) brought letters of confession of Christ as personal 
Saviour from 132 Japanese, 14 Chinese, 9 Germans, 24 In- 
donesians, 7 Filipinos, 2 Africans, 2 Indians, and 1 Egyptian, 

a total of one hundred 

ZS, ninety-ene. The Japan- 

eX) ese lady pictured hereon is 

a recent convert through 

this powerful Bible study 
material. 














You are invited to share again in this soul- 
harvesting ministry with a Christmas contribution. 
Remember, every ten dollars will reach one thou- 
sand souls with these powerful salvation-revealing 
Bible study outlines! To every contributor will be 
mailed a copy of the study book the Japanese 
are feasting on, “Let’s Ask the Prophets.” And, 
whether you contribute or not, you may have your 
copy of the 1949 Diary for Christian stewards. 


Use the ccupon at the bottom of this page 









































To THE BIBLE MEDITATION LEAGUE, INC., 
P. O. Box 1957, Columbus, Ohio 


Please send to me without obligation a copy of the “Heaven’s Bank Deposit Book for 1949.” To help send the real 


Christmas message of Christ’s love, I am enclosing herewith $_.__.______, with a prayer that it may win many to Christ. 


= Name 





Street address 





Town and State 
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